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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

A. Background

Language is an arbiter oral symbol that is used by language people for communication

and interaction between them based on culture that they have (Dardjowidjojo, 2008:16). English

language has four skills, such as listening skill, speaking skill, reading skill and writing skill.

Writing is one of four skills in teaching learning English and it is one of important and difficult

skills among them.

Nowadays in the modern society we have known two ways of communication there are;

direct and indirect. Speaking skill and listening skill are direct activity, writing skill and reading

skills are indirect activity. Writing skill is one of four language skills that has i22mportant part in

language teaching (Tarigan in Suriamiharja, 1983)

Communication must not always be oral. It can be done by writing. Good writers are

those who can communicate well with readers. They convey their ideas. Their notes could be

read by readers. If their writing can be understood by readers, it means that they have succeed in

doing communication.

Writing is an extension of human language across time and space. Writing most likely

began as a consequence of political expansion in ancient cultures, needed reliable means for

transmitting information, maintaining financial accounts, keeping historical records, and similar

activities.
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Writing skill is the most difficult skill of the language. Ability to write has to be followed

by good listening, speaking and reading. Writing skill for students especially year VIII; they are

still poor, for example when they make a simple sentence in English. They still make errors.

Therefore this research will find out how students of junior high school do activity in writing.

This research will be done in MTs YPI Pulosari year VIII; it is found the students in the

school are still having difficulty in writing. Therefore, writer tries to make new technique in

teaching learning process. Writer uses dictation technique to improve their ability in writing

skill.

Some people say dictation is the activity as boring, lacking communicative elements, and

with little enough value to offset the negative aspects. However, dictation can be used flexibly

enough in the classroom, but in the fact writing using dictation can be more enjoyable and the

students are fun and the most important dictation improves their ability in writing skill.

At www.http/wikipedia.com dictation defined is the transcription of spoken text: one

person who is "dictating" speaks and another who is "taking dictation" writes down the words as

they are spoken. Dictation is one of effective ways for helping students in writing; through

dictation they can learn sentences by word on word beside those students can memorize some

vocabularies and they can make sentence better than before.

Based on the background above writer chooses the title: ―THE INFLUENCE OF USING

DICTATION ON STUDENTS ABILITY IN WRITING‖ (The Experimental Study in MTs YPI

Pulosari Limbangan Kabupaten Garur year VIII)
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B. Formulation of Study

Based on the background above, I can be formulated that the main problem into questions as

the following:

1. How is the students’ ability in English writing by using dictation?

2. How is the students’ ability in English writing without using dictation?

3. How significant is the influence of the students’ ability in English writing by using

dictation and without using dictation?

C. Purposes of Study

Based on the statements of research questions, the purpose of this research are follows:

1. To know the students’ ability in English writing by using dictation.

2. To know the students’ ability in English writing without using dictation.

3. To know the significant influence the students’ ability in English writing by using

dictation and without dictation.

D. The Frame of Thinking

The dictation is one of the effective ways to control the student’s difficulties in writing

English.

The ways of dictation:
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a. The teacher dictates a sentence and the students write down the sentences.

b. The teacher dictates a text and the students heard and write down the missing words.

c. The teacher can read aloud a short story (five to ten sentences) for listening and

discussion among groups. This provides an example narrative, demonstrating how ideas

can be connected.

d. The teacher can read aloud several comprehension questions for an article. This serves as

an alternative idea to provide a handout with questions.

Cotter on http/www.google.com/dictation says dictation recognizes the learning style of

auditory learners, allowing them the chance to process information via their preferred method.

For visual learners, global learners, and others, dictation can push them somewhat outside their

comfort zones. They must gradually develop effective strategies when confronted with lectures,

meetings, or seminars in which information is largely presented orally.

He also says there are a few more points accomplished through dictation:

1. It improves listening comprehension. Students must actively and carefully listen

to each sentence read aloud.

2. It improves accuracy because students must correctly write and rewrite what the

teacher has said. Any parts repeatedly missed, such as a particular grammar point,

serve as red flags for the students. For example, if one student leaves out articles

during the dictation, he likely also does so when he speaks. With this realization,

he can then take greater care to use articles. In short, learners become more aware

of their individual weaknesses.

http://www.google.com/dictation
http://www.google.com/dictation
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3. The combination of listening, thinking, and movement (writing) helps many

students to better remember the target language. Later they will be able to

correctly produce the new language.

4. Every student has a different learning style. Some learn best by speaking and

speaking and speaking. Others learn best by seeing the target language written out,

which they can then break down. Others need the accompanying movement of

writing the information to reinforce it. And still others need to hear the language

used in examples. Dictation provides an opportunity to activate different learning

styles.‖

Davis and Rinvolucri [1988: 4] on http//www.wikipedia.com/dictation suggest that there are ten

reasons for using dictation in the EFL classroom:

 Learners are active during the exercise.

 Learners are active after the exercise.

 Dictation can lead into oral communication activities.

 Dictation fosters automaticity and unconscious thinking.

 Dictation caters for mixed ability groups.

 Dictation is suitable for use with large groups.

 Dictation will often calm down groups of learners

 Dictation is safe for the non-native speaker.

 Dictation is a technically interesting exercise.

 Dictation provides access to interesting texts.

http://www.wikipedia.com/dictation
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According to Fahrurrazi as cited in Nursaidah in thesis of Zahara (2001:1):

―The dictation is technique used in both language teaching and language testing in which
a passage is read aloud to students, with pauses during which they must to transcribe and
write down what they heard is accurately as possible.‖

Dictation enables students to discover how to write from memory properly spelled words,

and how to assemble them on the page using proper punctuation. Because they are transcribing

someone else’s words (not their own), they have a model to compare to. They can evaluate

whether or not they have successfully reproduced.

English learning especially writing through dictation, so the students will be able to know

about more vocabularies and make them easier to understand the difficult words and sentences

that they able to improve their writing skill.

In this case the research is divided in two groups as samples to be investigated. The first

group is an experimental group they are taught writing by using dictation. The second group is a

controlled group, they are taught writing without using dictation. The experimental group is as

―X‖ variable and the control group is as ―Y‖ variable.

From the explanation above can be depicted in the following chart:
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PRE-TEST
Experiment group
(using dictation)

PRE-TEST
Controlled group
(without dictation

Teaching writing
Using dictation

Teaching writing
Without dictation

Evaluation
(post test)

Evaluation
(post test)

Scheme 1.1

The model of research of teaching writing through dictation

E. Hypothesis

Hypothesis is provisional answer or assumption of the result of the study. The truth is

needed to test whether it is right or wrong.

The hypothesis can be explained that the student’s ability in writing taught by using

dictation is higher than the student’s ability in writing without using dictation. It is analyzed

of two variables; the first variable is the student ability in writing using dictation (variable X)

and the second variable is the student’s ability in writing without using dictation (variable Y).

From the explanation above it is elaborated the hypothesis below:

Ha: There is a significant influence of dictation on student’s ability in writing.

Ho: There is no significant influence of dictation on student’s ability in writing.
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F. Procedure of the Data Analysis

There are many steps to get information. The steps consist of determining source of data,

dividing the group of research, preparations, doing experiment, technique of collecting data, and

analyzing the result of the investigation.

These are the steps:

A. Determining source of data

A.1 Location of research

This research takes place at MTs YPI Pulosari Bl.Lumbangan Kab. Garut. This school

has 9 classrooms; it is about 300 students and two English teachers.

A.2 Population and sample

Population is generally objects of research. Population is a set (or collection) of all

elements processing one or more attributes of interest. (Arikunto, 2006) Sample is part of

population that will be investigated. The population taken in this research is the students of the

year VIII of MTs YPI Pulosari Bl. Limbangan Kab. Garut which consist of three classes about

106 students. To have sample, this research takes a random sample, because the population more

than 100, it is taken 70 students as sample. The samples then divided into two groups. The first

class is experimental group, which belong to the students writing using dictation. The other is

control group, this belong to the students writing without dictation. Let’s see the table below.
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Table 1.1

THE CONDITION OF POPULATION AND SAMPLE OF STUDENTS AT YEAR VIII

OF MTs YPI PULOSARI

Population Sample
Class Number of students Class Number of students

Male Female Total male Female Total
VIII A 18 17 35 Ex.

Group
18 17 35

VIII B 14 28 35 Control
group

14 21 35

VIII C 16 20 36

Number of Population 106 Number of sample 70
B. Dividing the group of research

The sample is divided into two groups. Those are the experimental group and control

group. The experimental group consists of students who learn writing English using dictation and

the control group consist of students who learn writing English without dictation.

C. Preparations

a. Determining method of research

The method of research used is experimental method. Experimental method is a method

of research used to prove the theory or hypothesis. Experimental method is divided into two

tests: pre-test and post-test.

b. Determining the experimental design

The method of this research is pre-test and post-test control group design. Here are two

groups the first is as the experimental group (variable X) and which one is as control group

(variable Y)
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The paradigm for the pre-test and post-test control group design is as follows:

O1XO2

R=

O3-O4

The formulation shows that R, the randomization process, is common to both groups. O¹

and O² are the two evaluation of the experimental group, before and after its exposure to the

experimental variable x. O³ and O4 are the evaluations of the control group.

Pre-test is used to know students abilities in writing before they are given the treatment

of dictation. The implementation of pre-test is conducted in the classroom. Students do activities

writing, fill in the blank, write sentences, complete the paragraph, and write a paragraph about

thing.

In teaching learning process, the class is divided into two groups: experimental group and

control group. In experimental group they are writing using dictation, before they writing,

teacher dictates some vocabulary or some sentences and they listen and write it on their book. In

control group the students are taught as usual. They do writing the same text without using

dictation before.

Post-test is given after the students have been already given a treatment. This test used to

know the influence using dictation toward experimental group and to know how far students

ability in writing after they are taught writing using dictation and without using dictation and

which one is better.’
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R= the higher score – the lower score + 1

G. Technique of Collecting Data

a. Observation

Observation is a technique of collecting data to observe closely phenomena of the study.

That is used to collect and to know the data will be investigated. Using this technique can be

complete as possible in order to know the empirical data that will be investigated to get real fact

and phenomena to be object condition and the implementation of English teaching learning

process at the students of MTs YPI Pulosari Limbangan Kab. Garut.

b. Interview

Interview is a technique of collecting data from subject face to face by asking the

question. Interview is a dialog between interviewer and informer to get some information.

c. Test

Test is a count of questions or exercise or another tool is used to know or measure skills,

intelligence knowledge, ability, and person or group talent. Test is a tool of instrument. In this

research test is used to measure students after teaching learning process. This test is divided into

two parts, pre-test and post-test.

H. Analyzing the data

Sudjana says to analyze the data uses these procedures:

a. Determining the normality of data by conducting the steps:

1. Making the distribution table of frequency.

a. Determining the range (R) with formula

(Subana, 2000)
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K=1- 3,3 log n

P=R/K

Mo = b + P

b. Determining the class interval (K) with formula:

c. Determining the length of class interval (P) with formula:

2. Determining central tendency with procedures as follows:

a. Looking for mean, with formula:

b. Looking for median with formula:

c. Looking for modus with formula:
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dk=K- 3

d. Looking for standard deviation with formula:

Arranging the distribution of observation and expectation frequency by

using the table as follow:

Class
interval

Class limit Z count Z table Li Oi Ei (Oi-Ei)

Ei

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

3. Determining che square count ( ) with formula:

4. Determining the degree of freedom with formula:

5. Determining chi square table ( )

6. Interpreting data normality by comparing chi square count( ) and chi
square table (

) with formula:

If count > table the

data is not normal If

count < the

data is normal.
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