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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter presents the introduction of the research. It consists of 

background of research, research question, research objective, Significance of 

research, definition of key terms and organization of writing. 

1.1 Background of Research 

Nature is an important element in life. Nature is also a partner at the same 

time the king faithful to every living being. When and where nature is presented 

and accompanies every activity of living beings and provides all their needs. 

When people feel lonely and vacillating, nature becomes a friend which entertain 

and relieve tired and indecision through freshness. Similarly, when someone 

needs life necessities such as food and shelter, nature abundantly provides all of 

these requirements. The essence of human nature for culture as reflected in the 

work of human, whether it be visual works such as painting, film or sculpture or 

in writing as literature. 

People are now bustling raised environmental issues, pollution of the sea 

and air, deforestation and extinction of living organisms of certain species due to 

the destruction of ecosystems, the writers anywhere in the world, it long ago 

warned of the importance of friendship with nature or returned to nature (back to 

nature) (Nur Seha via Adi Setijowati, 2010: 45). The topic of that nature is already 

mentioned in many literary works since long ago. Through poetry, fiction, and 

other literary works, has been shown through literary texts. Ecocriticism have the 
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basic paradigm that every object can be seen in the ecological network and 

ecological science can be used as aids in the critical approach (Harsono, 2008: 

33). 

One of the literary works with the theme ecocritic contained in J.G Ballard 

short stories. Ballard is known as the British writer who often lift and sience 

environmental themes in his work. While in his work "the sound sweep" 

specifically discuss about noise pollution. Environmental pollution is of many 

kinds, not just water pollution, soil and air, which many people know, but there 

are many more such light pollution and noise pollution. Everything tasted 

interesting and important to be discussed by researchers because often people do 

not realize even forgotten the importance of balance in life. 

Keep in mind that long ago, natural and human environment becomes a 

representation of literary works. Literature just not focuses on the theoretical 

aspects of language, but also about the aesthetics of the language can create a 

harmonious living between humans and their environment. Moved from the 

concerns and efforts to create a more sustainable environment, comes an approach 

and criticism in literature called literary ecocriticism. The literary criticism 

appeared in America in the late 1980s and in the UK in the early 1990s. However 

the literary criticism of the newly emerged in America in the early 1990s through 

a collection of writings in the book The Ecocriticism Reader: Landmarks in 

Literary Ecology by Glotfelty and Fromm as well as through various activities 

such as the association of literary studies and the environment and their journals 

(Barry, 2009: 239). 
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However, in contrast to approaches and literary criticism such as 

structuralism, new criticism, etc. Literary ecocriticism does not put forward a 

series of assumptions, doctrine, or procedure that is theoretical (Barry, 2009: 239). 

Environmental literary criticism in America inspired by the view of nature from 

the 19th century Transcendentalist authors such as Ralph Waldo Emerson, 

Margaret Fuller, and Henry David Thoreau. While in England, the Environment 

Literary Criticism often called green studies, influenced by the values and views 

of the Romantic century poet (Barry, 2009: 241). However, after all the criticism 

does not convey the assumptions and theoretical methods, Environmental Literary 

Criticism comes as an approach that gives meaning and hope amid the problems 

that arise in the relationship between human and his environment. 

In planning this study, the Researcher will analyze and compare 

ecocriticism in J.G. Ballard’s short stories; “The Sound Sweep”, “Chronopolis”, 

“Billenium”, “The Subliminal Man” and Ahmad Tohari’s short stories; “Akhirnya 

Karsim Menyebrang Jalan”, “Ah Jakarta”, “Paman Doblo Merobek Layang-

layang”, “Rumah Yang Terang”. Theories related to the object of this study is 

ecocriticism about pollution, overpopulation and globalisation effects of Greg 

Garrard. Researcher used the theory of Greg Garrard ecocriticism in J.G. Ballard’s 

and Ahmad Tohari’s short stories there is criticism ecosystems so Researchers 

interested to analyze the criticism contained in the ecosystem both literary works. 

Based on the literature review has been carried out, a number of studies 

which have relevance to this research, among others: The first is research from 

Ammar Akbar Fauzi (2004). The thesis entitled ”Kritik Ekologi Dalam Kumpulan 
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Cerpen Kayu Naga Karya Korrie Layun Rampan Melalui Pendekatan Ekokritik”, 

Yogyakarta State University. He explained short story collection Kayu Naga by 

Korrie Layun Rampan in universal Ecocriticism.  

The second research was done by Alan Gema Pratama (2014). The thesis 

entitled “The Inner Conflicts of hester Prynne in Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter 

and Sukartono in Pane’s Belenggu”. The thesis explained that the inner conflict 

and comparative in The Scarlet Letter and Belenggu.  

This study is different with the previous studies because the ecocriticism 

focused in pollution, globalisation effects, overpopulation and comparative 

literature in J.G. Ballard’s and Ahmad Tohari’s short stories. This proposal 

focuses on the environmental problems that arise in the J.G Ballard’s and Ahmad 

Tohari’s short stories. Most of the stories in both the short story telling about the 

environmental problems caused by the technological advances of the modern and 

urban era. 

 

1.2 Statement of Problem 

Based on the description above, the problem which appears is how the J.G 

Ballard’s and Ahmad Tohari’s short stories have the similarities and differences 

about ecocriticism; pollution, globalisation effects, and overpopulation. Therefore, 

the researcher formulates the problems into research questions below: 

a. How are the pollution, overpopulation and globalisation effects, 

portrayed in J.G. Ballard’s and Ahmad Tohari’s short stories? 
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b. What are the similarities and differences in J.G. Ballard’s and Ahmad 

Tohari’s short stories of Pollution, overpopulation and globalisation 

effects? 

 

1.3 Research Objective  

In its practice, this research has some proposes that the writer wants to 

gain by doing this research. 

a. To reveal the portrayal of pollution, overpopulation and globalisation 

effects in J.G. Ballard’s and Ahmad Tohari’s short stories. 

b. To find out the similarities and differences in J.G Ballard’s and Ahmad 

Tohari’s short stories of pollution, overpoplation and globalisation 

effects.  

 

1.4 Significance of the Research 

Academically, the result of this research are: 

a. To develop the understanding about J.G. Ballard’s and Ahmad Tohari’s 

short stories in the study of literature. 

b. To be the reference for those interesting in literature especially in 

comparative literature. 

Practically, the research is expected to be a source of information about 

ecocriticism and to know differences and similarities the cause of the pollution, 

overpopulation, and globalisation effects in the literary work especially for 

English Department student. 
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1.5 Definition of Key Terms 

To avoid misinterpretation of some terms which exist in this research, the 

researcher explains some terms related to this research, there are: 

1. Comparative Literature 

Comparative literature is the study of text across cultures, that it is 

interdisciplinary and that it is concerned with patterns of connection in 

literatures across both time and space (Bassnett: 1) 

2. Ecology 

Studies on the interrelationships between living things and the (conditions 

of) the natural surroundings (environment). 

3. Ecocriticism 

Ecocritic approach: study of literature and the environment from the 

perspective of interdisciplinary science in which all combine to analyze 

the environment and find possible solutions to contemporary 

environmental situation correction. 

4. Environmental awareness 

Awareness for directing attitudes and public understanding of the 

importance of the environment that is clean, healthy (balanced). 

5. Pollution 

Pollution is an ecological problem because it does not name a substance or 

class of substances, but rather represents an implicit normative claim that 
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too much of something is present in the environment, usually in the wrong 

place. (Garrard: 2004) 

 

1.6.  Organization of Writing 

Chapter I : Introduction, this chapter consists of background of study, 

research question, research objective, significance of study, 

and definition of key term, 

Chapter II : Theoretical Review, this chapter serves some theories 

about ecocriticism, comparative, and all about J.G Ballard’s 

and Ahmad Tohari’s short stories. 

Chapter III : Research methodology that contains research design, 

source of data, sample of data, technique of collecting data, 

technique of analyzing data, and organization of writing. 

Chapter IV : Finding and discussion which elaborates data analysis 

related to the finding and further discussion the data that 

will be presented in this part.  

Chapter V : Conclusion and suggestion. It includes the conclusion and 

suggestion of data analysis related to the finding the data 

that will be presented in this part. 

 


