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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter presents the background of research, research questions, research 

objectives, research significances, conceptual framework, previous studies, and 

definition of the key terms. 

1.1 Background of The Research  

Naturalism has a very long history. Originally, this was used in ancient philosophy 

to denote materialism. Materialism is the view where the true nature is manifest or 

matter (physic) Epicureanism or any secularism that rejects or excludes religion and 

religious considerations. As Lilian and Peter (2018:2) argue that before becoming as a 

literary movement, 18th century naturalism, as elaborated by thinker Holbach was a 

philosophical system that saw man living solely in a world of perceived phenomena, a 

kind of cosmic machine which determined his or her life as it did by nature, in short, a 

universe devoid of transcendental that refers to the aspect of a god's nature and power 

which is wholly independent of the material universe, metaphysical or divine forces. 

This philosophy is later absorbed into one of the schools in art. As Lilian (2018:4) 

argues from the seventeenth century onwards a naturalist painter was one who depicted 

not allegorical subjects. Allegorical subjects has occurred widely throughout history in 

all forms of art. In which a painter must deliver a broader message about real-world 

issues and occurrences and sought to give on canvas as exact an imitation as possible 

of the real form of nature. Naturalism in art is a flow that truly describes works of art 

that are made in accordance with what is in human life. Then, naturalism applied in 

literary movement and criticism. Naturalism was not applied into the literary arena until 

relatively late.  

In Europe from 1800 to 1890 they were three major movements in literary history. 

There are, romanticism, realism, and naturalism. Romanticism lasted approximately 

from 1770-1880, realism approximately from 1848-1871, and naturalism from 1871 to 

the early 1890s. These three literary movements have the same core in its narrative, 

which is the story of human life. However, there are differences in telling it. The 
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naturalist as Kathryn (1994:53) argues are exposed social problems and were 

influenced by Darwinian thought and the related philosophical doctrine of 

determinism. Determinism views individuals as the helpless pawns of economic and 

social forces beyond his or her controll.  

Chris Baldick (2012:167) argues that naturalism, in novels, stories, and plays, 

usually involving a view of human beings as passive victims of natural forces and social 

environment. The Naturalist believes that humans are guided only by their relationship 

with nature or their environment. In the naturalistic tradition or core, the story is 

depicted in an awful situation such as the life of the characters that full of grief and the 

atmosphere of the story is gloom. The themes of naturalist stories changed during the 

age of naturalism. The theme of determinism is of course basic of the whole story. 

Determinism carries the idea that natural law and socioeconomic influences are more 

powerful than the human will. 

Charles Walcutt (1966:20) argues that the theme of violence grows with the transfer 

of emphasis from tradition to survival. In America, naturalism arises in the late 

nineteenth century. It has been shaped by the war, by the social upheavals that 

undermined the comforting faith of an earlier age, and by the disturbing teachings of 

Charles Darwin. Wu Weiren (1990:8) argues that darwinism seemed to stress the 

animality of man, to suggest that Charles Darwin was dominated by the irresistible 

forces of evolution. The impact of war is one of the reasons why naturalism can thrive 

in America and there are many naturalist writer arised. 

Many American naturalist novels focus on poor characters living in in slum 

industrial environments or other environments that are truly almost uninhabitable by 

humans such as war zone. Almost Similar to American realists, naturalist authors do 

not attempt to make poverty appears openly to the readers. But instead, it is maintaining 

objectivity. American naturalists do not hesitate depicting the daily horrors of life in 

severe poverty, crime, and war. This movement is associated principally with writers 

such as Abraham Cahan, Stephen Crane, Ellen Glasgow, David Graham Phillips, John 
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Steinbeck, Jack London, Edith Wharton, and most prominently Frank Norris, Theodore 

Dreiser, and Stephen Crane. 

Evolution Theory of Charles Darwin provides the greatest influence to naturalistic 

writers Many of the American naturalists were heavily influenced by Zola. Stephen 

Crane is one of  the American author of naturalist novel in 19th centuries. Stephen 

Crane was born on November 1, 1871, and died on June 5, 1900. He was an American 

novelist, short story writer, poet, and journalist. Crane began writing at the age of four 

and had published several articles by the age of 16. Having little interest in university 

studies, he left school in 1891 and began work as a reporter and writer. And almost his 

works are reflect naturalism. 

Keith Newlin (2011:47) argues that meanwhile there was a debate on how to write 

the best fiction; Crane was influenced by two writers of this debate, Hamlin Garland 

and Dean Howells. These good influences helped him to publish five novels, two 

volumes of poetry, three short story collections, two books of war stories, and a lot of 

works of short fiction and reporting. Stephen Crane’s use of force seems especially 

noxious because it works so comfortably with the commonplace and the everyday. 

Rather than seeing force as the malignant working of nature, he depicts it as an element 

of nature by a suffering humanity. 

Stephen Crane's first novel is Maggie: A Girl of the Streets. Maggie: A Girl of the 

Streets. Thie novel is claimed as the first dark flower of American naturalism. The story 

centers on Maggie Johnson. She is a pretty young woman who struggles to survive the 

brutal environment of the Bowery, a New York City slum, at the end of the 36 

nineteenth century. Stephen Crane had to publish his novel himself because no editor 

was willing to take a risk on a novel that seemed both crass and disturbingly pessimistic 

about American society and human nature. This novel is the drawing of Cranes’s 

personal experience in his life.  

Keith Newlin (2011:47) argues that in a novel like Maggie that published in 1893, 

Stephen Crane depicted two elements at work. There are the hostile environment of the 

slums and a state of mind that play off that hostility. Maggie is confronted by 
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contradictory demand-the desire of Maggie’s mother and her brother for respectability 

and that she remain a virgin versus the desire of Pete that she give herself to him. That 

Pete seems to offer Maggie the means of escaping of a poverty makes her belief in Pete 

all the more insidious. Maggie is a much a victim of a state of mind as Maggie is a 

victim of the force of the ghetto. 

In this novel, Stephen Crane describes the rough environment that persisted in the 

slum area. Crane personalizes a large tragedy that affected and reflected American 

society as a whole. Stephen Crane attempted to portray children raised without 

guidance from their parents. Maggie blossomed in a corrupt world. Maggie was unable 

to escape from her society. Crane uses an observation technique to show the natural 

law of the universe. Crane's views of the poor affects himself in creating his characters. 

Because of his strong naturalist views and the biographical details of his own life, he 

is able to create his character. 

Maggie comes from a fictional literary interpretation into the essential example of 

a product of her environment. Stephen Crane uses his novel to scientifically examine 

the different forces that guide a human being to his destiny. As a part of his 

investigation, Stephen Crane questions the authority or truth of existing institutions that 

Stephen Crane shows have a powerful influence on modern man and he ultimately 

interrogates the force of human beings acting collectively, showing these groups of 

men to be even more detrimental to human agency than any other environmental forces 

identified by other naturalists. 

Stephen Crane's works reflect many of the major artistic concerns at the end of the 

nineteenth century, especially naturalism, impressionism, and symbolism. His works 

are focused on that people live in a universe of vast and indifferent natural forces, rather 

than in a world of divine providence or a certain moral order. Stephen Crane's vivid 

and explosive prose styles distinguish his works from those by many other writers who 

have been called naturalists. Crane's writing, both fiction and nonfiction, is 

concentrated in vivid and intense aspects.  
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The novels and short stories contain poetic characteristics such as shorthand prose, 

suggestibility, shifts in perspective and ellipses between and within sentences. Also, 

omission plays an important issue in Stephen Crane's works; the names of his 

protagonists are not commonly used and sometimes they are not named at all. Charles 

Walcutt offers a relevant definition of naturalism that helps to understand the 

naturalism aspects of Stephen Crane‘s work. Charles Walcutt suggests that one aspect 

of naturalism is the approach to nature through science and plunging into the dark 

canyon of mechanistic determinism (1966:vii).  

Here, Walcutt identifies how the scientific understanding of the universe in Stephen 

Crane‘s time (through Darwinism and other advances) led to an outlook that saw 

human decisions as dictated by environmental influences and not man‘s free will. 

Stephen Crane took the naturalist‘s general philosophy of a helpless human existence 

and successfully drew new and insightful conclusions to explain human behavior by 

collectives or mobs. When Stephen Crane was just twenty four years old, Stephen 

Crane found another literary fame with The Red Badge of Courage which remains the 

best novel that tells the American Civil War.  

From this novel, Stephen Crane won international acclaim for his 1895 Civil War 

novel which he wrote without any battle experience. Although he was born more than 

six years after the end of the American Civil War, Stephen Crane’s novel depicted that 

war so vividly, and rendered the fears of men in battle so intensely, that many veterans 

who read the book were convinced that he was one of them. In this novel, Stephen 

Crane clearly shows that men are influenced by forces beyond their control and 

destinies are not self-determined. Since the novel’s first publication, critics have 

continually tried to classify the novel. 

Throughout the 20th century, they have accepted that Stephen Crane‘s work 

reflected a naturalistic philosophy in that he shows how helpless man is to control his 

destiny. The novel consists of 24 chapters relatintells about experience of soldiers in 

the Union Army during the Civil War where at that time Americans were divided into 

two groups roughly along geographic (Laurie Skiba, 2000:4). The American Civil War 
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was a military conflict between the North and the South of the United States of 

America. The Northern states (the Union) and the Southern states (the Confederate or 

The Confederacy) fought from 1861 to 1865.  

The Civil War that also known by other names is a war fought in the United States 

from 1861 to 1865, between the North (the Union) and the South (the Confederacy). 

This war started because of uncompromising differences between the free and slave 

states over the power of the national government to prohibit slavery in the territories 

that had not yet become states. The south declared that they were not just fighting a 

war for slavery but they were fighting to get their independence. The Civil War was 

the first modern war that incorporated technological advances creating armies to strike 

the enemy and destroy them. 

The South had the advantage of fighting in their territory, and the North had many 

more soldiers than the South, as well as a better industrial system to support the war.  

The Red Badge of Courage told how the soldiers faced with a permanent condition of 

youth encountering because many of these soldiers were very young, some only 

fourteen years old, and not entirely overcoming, such tests of mind, anger, and self-

doubt. The soldiers lived in crude camps in extreme weather conditions. They often fell 

short of food, and the food they did have was terrible. 

One of the soldiers is the main character in this novel. “The Youth" is obviously 

the boy named Henry Fleming who has to leave his mother's farm to enlist in the Union 

forces. He enters the army with strong feelings about war. Then, he discovers that war 

is not like the romantic, daring battles that he has imagined in dreams. Most Americans 

came to this realization during the Civil War. At first, men rushed to enlist and bought 

fancy uniforms, modeled on various European nations’ uniforms. Photography was a 

new invention, and soldiers posed in their uniforms for portraits before heading off to 

go to war. 

Life is determined by environment. People struggle for life. They try hard to find 

an ideal life for themselves. Yet, it is that way with Henry. He is almost entirely 

introspective, which sets the stage for following his thoughts and emotions throughout 
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the novel. He is describe as a young man who initially turns inward when confronted 

by death issues, develop the confidence necessary to be a frontline soldier. For Him, 

initially, this imaginative behavior overrides his reasoning ability, and only time and 

experience will help face the realities of war.  

This shows the act of intellectualization in which Henry Fleming sees the upcoming 

war on his own perspective. A part of this maturing process involves Henry Fleming’s 

moving away from the questioning of his behavior and motivations, of his comrades 

behavior and motivations, and of the officers decisions and plans for battle. The 

structure of the book is quiet simple. The beggining (Chapters I-IV) gets the youth or 

Henry Fleming to real battle. These chapters of the book are almost entirely about the 

thought of Henry or the youth. His initial mental state is one of excitement and 

unrealistic thoughts of glory.  

The narrator does not mention the name of the characters, he only refers to them by 

descriptions; the tall soldier that refers to Jim Conklin and the young soldier or the 

youth refers to Henry Fleming. Also, the narrator does not give any details of time and 

place, except for the descriptions the novel is based in the Civil War battle of 

Chancellorsville in May. A middle (Chapters V-XIII) witnesses Henry’s runaway and 

return, the narrator uses the quick shifts in his character from chapter to chapter to show 

Henry's unstable mental condition.  

Henry was being a hero in the first battle and a coward in the second one. The 

reader wonders because Henry has crossed the line from youth to man as a result of his 

first battle. However, Henry experiences another character shift when the enemy 

attacks again. As a result, Henry´s fears return and he becomes a boy once more. Henry 

remains a frightened boy as he continues to run and to try to find the way to return and 

face the punishment of his regiment. Crane creates the impression that nature is in 

control of man. Henry's behavior from the beginning of the book is natural behavior: 

his fears, his doubts, his anger, his longing.  

This behavior is part of the natural order of human life, and Crane points out that 

nature plays a prominent role in the lives of people and in this work. And an end 

http://thesaurus.yourdictionary.com/entirely
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(Chapter XIV-XXIII) displays henry Fleming’s achievement of “heroism” at climax, 

followed by a certain understanding of it in a coda-like final chapter. Henry is preparing 

himself for his next experience in battle and feels stronger because of to his wound 

which is considered as a testament to his alleged courage. He participates in the battle 

and fights like a "wild cat". Crane shows Henry's transition from a coward to a brave 

soldier who must kill, and now he is a soldier. 

Keith Newlin (2011:47) argues that Stephen Crane structures the novel to show 

Henry's quick growth from boy to man. Stephen Crane speaks to a universal truth about 

war that boys must quickly become men in order to survive. In The Red Badge of 

Courage, Stephen Crane sets out to prove that cowardice or heroism in battle stem from 

a state of mind, and like the forces that play in Maggie’s mind, the stronger force wins. 

Henry Fleming runs when first attacked but hold his own position during second attack. 

The difference between courageous and cowardly behavior is a weighted state of mind: 

it becomes more important than life itself for Henry Fleming to win the approval of his 

comrades. 

American fiction often portrays the real life experiences of a given period in history. 

Herman Melville’s Moby Dick, for example, accurately depicts life on a whaling boat 

in the nineteenth century. Looking closely at a fictional character may provide the 

reader with an accurate view of that character’s era. Crane’s The Red Badge of Courage 

presents just such a view through the character of Civil War soldier Henry. By 

examining the memoirs of Civil War soldiers and comparing them with Henry 

Fleming’s experiences, one can see that Crane’s novel is an accurate portrayal of a 

soldier’s emotions and actions during war. 

Stephen Crane sees his characters as hopelessly alienated from any ability to 

determine their own destinies. Whether by the forces of nature or the forces of 

humanity, the protagonist Henry Fleming is unable to create his own path in life. In 

support of Stephen Crane-as-naturalist. After having experienced the realities of army 

life, he becomes bothered by doubts and fears. The whole story mainly deals with 

Henry Fleming's evolution from a country boy to a veteran-like soldier. It is a chronicle 
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of Henry Fleming's anxieties, moods and impressions as Henry Fleming progresses 

through the series of episodes making up the novel.   

From the statements above, the author chooses to analyze the aspect of naturalism 

in Stephen Crane’s The Red Badge of Courage. The author chooses the theory of 

naturalism since the novel is a naturalistic story that written by naturalist writer. The 

first element of the novel the author would like to analyze is the main character in this 

novel. The author analyzes who is the main character in this novel by the theory of 

characterization and then linked it to the aspect of naturalism. How is the main 

character reveal the aspect of naturalism in the novel.  

In a story, character is an important aspect because a play is conveyed through 

characters who portray through dialogue. Characters is someone who acts, appears, or 

is reffered to as playing a part in play. Character (Henderson, 2003) is the person who 

is created by the author to live their stories. They also state that the existance of the 

characters is a must, and all the characters must believeble and consistent. Therefore, 

someone plays a character must be consistant and trustworthy in playing the character. 

Characters play an important role in a story. 

The second, the author would like to discuss the theme in the story through the 

theory of theme. The author would also like to discuss the relation between the aspect 

of naturalism and the theme used in the story. The point is, the author would like to 

analyze how the aspects of naturalism conveys its significance toward the theme of the 

Stephen Crane’s novel. To discover a theme in a literary work is not easy. It can be 

done only by a thorough and responsive reading of the story involving a constant 

awareness of the relation among parts to the whole.  

1.2 Research Questions 

This research is conducted to answer the following questions: 

1. How is the main character characterization in Stephen Crane’s The Red 

Badge of Courage? 

2. How does the main character, Henry Fleming, reveal the aspect of 

naturalism in Stephen Crane’s The Red Badge of Courage? 
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3. How does the aspect of naturalism convey its significance toward the 

theme of Stephen Crane’s The Red Badge of Courage? 

1.3 Research Objective  

Based on the research questions, this research aims to: 

1. Show the main character in the novel. 

2. Present aspect of naturalism trough the main character of the novel. 

3. Explain the aspect of naturalism that convey the significance toward the 

theme. 

1.4 Research of Significance 

The result of this research has significances for several things which can be 

achieved. The first significance is for practicality, the researcher hopes the reader will 

get knowledge about aspects of naturalism in literature work. Hopefully, it can give 

many values for the reader. Not only it but also the researcher hopes this research will 

give references for the other researcher which interested with this story whether with 

the same formulation problem or not. Then for theoretically, this research gives more 

knowledge in literary field especially in naturalist study and also it is used to a reading 

resource in discussing and writing, and also becomes a reference in analysing study in 

naturalist side. 

1.5 Conceptual Framework  

There is a claim that The Red Badge of Courage by Stephen Crane belongs to the 

genre of naturalism. Geismar (1954:197) argues that Crane's works reflect many of the 

major artistic concerns at the end of the nineteenth century, especially naturalism, 

impressionism, and symbolism. Stephen Crane’s works are focused on that people live 

in a universe of vast and indifferent natural forces, rather than in a world of divine 

providence or a certain moral order. Stephen Crane has been considered one of the first 

of the school of American naturalists.  

 The Red Badge of Courage tells a story of an American soldier named Henry 

Fleming. When he is a boy, he dreams of going to war. He thinks that war is an 

adventure, and he wants to be a hero. When he is older, his country is at war. The North 
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of the country is fighting against the South. Then Henry decides to leave home and 

joins the army. When he puts on his new blue uniform, he feels proud and excited. 

Henry Fleming is ready to fight for his part of the country, the North.  

Although he was born more than six years after the end of the Civil War, and he 

wrote this novel without any battle experience, the novel depicts that war so vividly 

and renders the fears of men in battle so intensely, that many veterans who have read 

the book have been convinced that he was one of them.  

Based on the theory, there are some aspects of naturalism; determinism, pessimism, 

detachment of the story, and unpredictable ending. The author only focuses on 

determinism through the main character and through the themes. As a content analysis 

research, this research applies framework of thinking. The framework of thinking of 

this research can be seen in the figure follow: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Figure I. Conceptual Framework 

Stephen Crane’s The Red Badge of Courage 

A Naturalistic Novel 

Character and Theme 

The Aspect of Naturalism by Mideke Martin 

 

Determinism 

 

 The Red Badge of Courage is proved to be a 

naturalistic novel 
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1.6 Previous Studies 

Here are the result of author in literature related to the research that being done 

by the author.  

The first study found is in thesis of Dicky Agus Handoko (1998) entitled The 

Aspect of Naturalism in Stephen Crane’s Maggie, A Girl of The Streets from Sanata 

Dharma University Yogyakarta. The thesis focuses in the interrelationship between 

the aspect and the main character through characterization. He uses the theory of 

naturalism from Donald Prior. From some aspects of naturalism, he just focuses in 

the determinism aspect. He thinks that it has a contribution in shaping the character 

of Maggie. The difference with this research is the use of theory. Dicky uses the 

theory of naturalism by Donald Prior and this research uses the theory of naturalism 

by Mideke Martin. He hopes that this research can give knowledge about literary 

naturalism in the future. This research has contributed in giving the formulation of 

the problem of this research. 

The second one is on the thesis by Erni Yursrina (2001) from Universitas 

Negeri Sebelas Maret (UNS) entitled Naturalism as Reflected Stephen Crane’s 

Short Story “The Open Boat”. This research is a kind of library research. The main 

data are taken from Stephen Crane’s short story The Open Boat. The purpose of the 

research is to find out how naturalism aspects are reflected in Stephen Crane’s short 

story The Open Boat. To come to that purpose, Erni applies the naturalism aspects 

based on Vernon Louis Parrington’s idea. Through the analysis, it is found that 

there are some naturalism aspects in the element of the short story of The Open 

Boat. The naturalism aspects found are frankness, objectivity, and philosophy of 

determinism. She hopes that this research can give knowledge about literary 

naturalism in the future. The difference with this research are the object of research, 

the theory of naturalism that used, and the results of the study. This research has 

contributed in providing research titles and problem formulations to this research. 

1.7 Definition of Key Terms 
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This section is presented some definitions of key terms in this research to avoid 

any misunderstanding in reading this research. These terms below may have 

different meaning and understanding. Thus, it gives a brief explanation in order to 

emphasize the meaning of the term in literature. The definitions in this research are: 

1.7.1 Aspect: A particular part or feature of situation, an idea, a problem. A way in 

which it may be considered (Hornby, 2000) 

1.7.2 Naturalism: A literary movement that emphasizes observation and the 

scientific method in the fictional portrayal of reality. 

1.7.3 Determinism: According to Mill in Barrett (Determinism and Freedom, 

1958:119), determinism is compatible not only with judgments of moral 

responsibility about this or that particular action flowing from an unimpeded 

desire, but also, within limits, with moral judgments about the character of 

human beings. 

1.7.4 Character: The person represented in a dramatic or narrative work, who are 

interpreted by the reader as being endowed with particular moral, intellectual, 

and emotional qualities by inferences from what the persons say and their 

distinctive ways of saying it.  

1.7.5 Theme: A salient abstract idea that emerges from a literary work's treatment of 

its subject-matter; or a topic recurring in a number of literary work. 

 

 

 

 


