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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

     This chapter deals with the background of research, statement of problem, 

research objective, research significance and the definition of key term. 

1.1. Background of Problem 

     This paper examines figurative language of an album. The album that the 

researcher choosed is Big Bigger Biggest album by Mr.Big. Big Bigger Biggest 

album is considered as a success album in 1991, it peacked at number 15 on the 

billboard 200 charts. It can be said as a popular and everlasting album because its 

song ―to be with you‖ is the one of its song that always be sung by some singers 

nowadays. Furthermore reasons why the researcher choosed this album because it 

is never discussed before, especially in this faculty.  

     Literary work is definitely divided into several works, those are poetry, prose 

and drama. Poetry is the oldest form of literature. Poetry is the most condensed 

and concentrated form of literature and says it in fewer words and in less space. 

Poets choose words for their sense, but they also choose words for what they hit at 

or suggest, for the way their sound and for the word pictures they create (Perrine, 

1997:9). As one of the oldest genre in literary history, poetry is closely related to 

the term ―lyric‖, which derives etymologically from the Greek musical instrument 

―lyra‖, and points to an origin in the sphere of music. In classical antiquity as well 

as in the Middle Ages, minstrel recited poetry, accompanied by the lyre or other 
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musical instruments. The term ―poetry‖ however goes back to the Greek word 

―poieo‖ (―to make‖ or ―to produce‖), indicating that the poet is the person who 

―makes‖ verse (Klarer, 1999:28). Poetry is indicated as a work which has a strong 

feeling of its author, it is written in beautifull stanza and it is expressed with style 

and motion which suitable with the contain. Poetry is the imaginative expression 

of a strong feeling, it is usually rhythmical and spontaneous over flow of 

powerfull feeling which is recollected in tranquality. Language is also used to 

express someone‗s feelings or emotion and also to express their ideas, their 

thoughts and their imaginations, it can be spoken or written. Written language can 

be found in the novel, newspaper, poem, and magazine. Spoken language can be 

found in the song, speech, and conversation. Obviously, language plays an 

important role in human life. It is acknowledge from some definition carried out 

by some linguists. Hamby states that language is a system of sounds, words, and 

pattern used by human to thoughts and feeling (2005: 5). 

     According to Eva (2014:14) In linguistics, the study that relates to meaning is 

called semantics. Semantics is one of linguistics branches, which studies about 

language meaning, or it can be said that meaning as the main study in semantics 

term. According to what has long been the most widely accepted theory of 

semantics, meanings are ideas or concepts, that can be transferred from the mind 

of the speaker to the mind of the hearer by embodying them, as it were, in the 

form of one language or another. (Lyons 1995: 15). Literal and non-literal 

meaning is a part of semantic studies. Literal meaning is the opposite of non-

literal meaning. Literal meaning is when the speaker says something that has 
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natural meaning or does not have other meaning. While, non-literal meaning is 

when the speaker says something that has different meaning of what his/her words 

or has hidden meaning (Saputri, 2014: 15). According to Abrams (1999 : 96) it is 

said that, ―Figurative language is said to present life as we would have it be—

more picturesque, fantastic, adventurous, or heroic than actuality‖.  Saputri said: 

―Figurative language is language that uses words or expressions 

with a meaning that is different from the literal interpretation. 

Figurative language is used in any form of communication, such as 

in daily conversation rarely, articles in newspaper, advertisements, 

novels, poems, etc. Figurative language is the use of words that go 

beyond their ordinary meaning. It requires the readers to use his/ 

her imagination to figure out the author's meaning (Saputri, 2014: 

15). 

 So that the reason why figurative meaning is difficult to understand because we 

cannot find the meaning of the figurative language in dictionary just like the other 

vocabulary words that we usually use in our daily conversation. To know the 

meaning of figurative language we need to use our imagination to imagine what 

the words are said or what the words refer to.  

     Talking about song lyric, it means that song lyric have a meanings which is 

called figurative language. Figurative language is commonly applied in literary 

works. One of the literary works is song. With the assumption that figurative 

language is often used in songs, this thesis will discuss particularly the application 

of figurative language in Mr. Big‘s songs. By discussing figurative language in 

songs, it can be analyzed how the writer‘s efforts to attract the attention of the 

readers or listeners through the use of figurative language which carries the 

intended meaning that is not explicitly expressed. 
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     There have been several researches related to figurative language in lyrics 

which becomes the object such as An Analysis on Figurative Language in Michael 

Jackson’s Song Lyric Heal The World by Imro‘atul Husna Afriani (2014) which 

find the figurative language that used in Michael Jackson‘s song and has 

concluded that the lyric of Michael Jackson‘s song go far beyond their references. 

These lyric convey figurative meaning by using metaphorical expressions in the 

various figures of speech. Thus the study on pragmatics is required to comprehend 

the meaning conveyed in the songs. Through figurative meaning, language 

learners inevitably learn more about the linguistic knowledge. Next, A Description 

Study on Figurative Language Used in Celine Dion’s Songs by Mochamat (2004), 

the student of State Islamic Studies Institute (STAIN) Salatiga. He find some 

figurative language such as simile, metaphore, personification and hyperbole in 

Cellindion song lyrics. The writer used descriptive qualitative method in his 

research.In his thesis, he has analyzed about the figurative language. According to 

him, the figurative languages used in Celine Dion‘s songs are simile, metaphor, 

personification, metonymy, hyperbole. Then, the researcher take ―The Use of 

Figurative Language in Characterization of the Nightingale and the Rose Short 

Story by Oscar Wilde‖ as a previous study, it is a thesis for bachelor degree which 

focuses on the types of figurative language and its relation to the characterization 

of main characters in the short story The Nightingale and the Rose. 

Then ―An Analysis of Figurative Language Found on the Song Lyric by Taylor 

Swift’s “Speak Now” Album‖ by Heni Listiani in 2015 become a reference of 

researcher‘s previous study. This thesis shows how the figurative language 
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constructed in song lyrics of Taylor Swift. The study said that there are seven 

kinds of figurative languages they are hyperbole, simile, personification, 

metaphor, symbol, synecdoche and oxymoron. The last is “An Analysis Of 

Figurative Language Used in Song Lyrics of “4” Album By Beyonce”  by Martin 

Cahaya Jauhari in 2015. The writer concluded that there are exactly fourteen types 

of figurative language used in that song lyric, they are alliteration, anaphora, 

antithesis, apostrophe, assonance, chiasmus, ellipsis, euphemism, hyperbola, 

oxymoron, personification, simile, symbol and synecdoche. 

Based on the background above, the writer intends to analyze the figurative 

language on the lyrics of the legend music group, Mr.Big. The research titled 

―Figurative Language on the Song Lirics Mr. Big‘s Big, Bigger, Biggest” The 

difference between this research with another research is this research has one 

album songs to be analyzed and the researcher never seen this album become a 

research object 

     Based on that background, the researcher tries to reveal what kinds of 

figurative language that used or constructed in Big Bigger Biggest album by 

Mr.Big by using the theory of figurative language itself       

1.2. Statement of Problem 

     From the background above, the researcher has two purpose the research. 

Hence the problems, can be formulated into following questions : 

1. What are the meaning of figurative language constructed in Mr. Big’s Big 

Bigger Biggest? 
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2. How Figurative language used in Mr Big’s Big Bigger Biggest build theme 

of each song? 

Research Objective 

     The objective of the research are mentioned as followings : 

1. To find the kinds of figurative language which is used in Mr. Big‘s Big 

Bigger Biggest 

2. To find and analyze meaning of figurative language that used in Mr. Big‘s 

Big Bigger Biggest 

Research Significance 

     Practically, the significance of this research, for the researcher, is a study for 

improving the understanding related to the figurative language. For the other 

researchers, this research could be a guidance or reading source for their 

researches related to figurative language on the song lyrics. For the reader, this 

research is significant especially for the student of literary faculty for becoming 

the reference in popular literature. Theoretically, this research directed to develop 

research about figurative language on the song lyrics. Besides for knowing that is 

it true that in song lyrics, there are some figurative language which constructed in 

song lyrics that become the important one. 
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1.5. The Definition of key Term 

1. Semantics 

     Lyons states that (1995:5) semantics is traditionally defined as the study 

meaning; and this is the definition which we shall initially adopt. The word 

semantics itself denotes a range of ideas from the popular to the highly technical. 

It is often used in ordinary language for denoting a problem of understanding that 

comes down to word selection or connotation. This problem of understanding has 

been the subject of many formal semantics. 

2. Figurative Language 

     Figurative language is an expression that deviates from everyday language by 

using comparison, analogy and allusion. Saeed (2003: 28) defined that ―Figurative 

language is saying one thing in terms of another.‖ Based on this definition, 

figurative language  means  that  expressing  something  in  another  way  to  refer  

one  thing  by giving  the  implied  meaning. It is often used  in  literary  works  to  

demonstrate the creativity of the author and the beauty of language itself. Besides, 

it is also one of the ways to interpret the meaning hidden in the literary works. 

3. Song Lyric 

     Song lyric is the expression of a poet about a thing that has been seen, heard, or 

experienced. song lyric has a similarity with poem, but song lyric has a special 

thing because the idea of a lyric is sured with melody and rhythm that appropriate 

with song lyric and singer‘s voice. Melody that escort vocal voice makes the 

meaning delivery in dong lyric deeper. Song lyric should be easy listening, it 
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means song lyric should be easy to understand but should has a good meaning on 

it.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


