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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 
 

This chapter discusses the research background, research problem, purpose of 

research, research significance, definition of key terms, and previous studies. 

1.1 Background of Research 

Studying meaning in essence to learn how each word used in a sentence 

understand the meaning easily. One of the meaning relationships related to word and 

meaning is synonym. Synonyms are often known as the same meaning with other 

words. In fact, not one hundred percent meaning of synonymous words is exactly the 

same, depending on the context of the sentence in placing synonymous.  

Synonym is a relationship of semantic identity either between reading of a word 

or between words (Geeraerts, 2010:84).  Synonym is an element of general language. 

It is called synonym because the word that has the same meaning with order words, but 

sometimes has a different meaning when in another sentence.  

Language users still often make mistake using the word synonym when 

communicating. Different languages are often considered synonym. For example, 

passed away and died, show the similarity of meaning that life has been lost or no 

longer alive. The words passed away are more subtle while died is more rough and it 

is usually for animals using the word “died.” It is impossible for people to say “those 

trees passed away or my cat passed away.” The sentences are false, because passed 

away just for human, and the correct sentences are “my grandmother passed away and 

my cat died.” Both words above have the same meaning. However synonyms do not 

to be in just one type of word only but can be from different type of word. Besides 
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those the words are synonyms have a different nuance of meaning. As the example 

sentences below:
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1) Julie is the pretty woman 

2) My friend is pretty 

3) Your mother is beautiful 

4) These flowers are beautiful 

From the example sentences above, it can be understood that pretty and 

beautiful have similarities and differences in nuances of meaning. The similarities is 

that words above are words that describe the condition and situation which can be seen 

or felt by five senses someone as something beautiful and elegant. And the differences 

are pretty is only used for human and usually used to describe physically beautiful. 

While beautiful is not only for human but also can use for describing like flower, 

painting, house and so on. 

The existence of error in determining semantic features of one word with other 

words cause misunderstanding receiving information. Language users have to 

understand the use of synonymous word for daily communication activity both oral or 

written, especially relating to diction.  

According to Soedjito (1989:7) “the nuances of difference can be related to the 

variety of languages, colloquial, distribution word, basic meaning, and additional 

meaning. There are five causes of differences in synonymous word. Those are, (1) 

differences in usage, (2) dialect influences, (3) colloquial differences, (4) differences 

in word value, (5) differences hyponymy. In addition, Abdul Chaer (2003:298) the 

differences of synonymous word occurs because of several factors. Namely, (1) factor 

of time, (2) factor of place, (3) social factor, (4) formality factor and (5) nuance factor 

meaning. To analyze the meaning of the differences synonymous words have to bases 

on various components that meaning difference. 

The use and implementation of synonymy can be seen through in many aspects 

of people life. Those are spoken and written form. Including literary works like song, 
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movie, novel, comic and so on. One of the literary work which wants to analyze in this 

case is webtoon. 

Webtoon is a composite word of “web” and “cartoon.” Webtoon became 

popular as “Digital cartoon”, “ mobile cartoon”, “online cartoon.” Many people have 

a webtoon application to read comic by practical, and webtoon is one of the alternative 

ways to practice English skill in interpreting a word even a sentence. Webtoon has a 

short conversation and words to present the story.  

From that point, the writer interested to analyze a literary work entitled “Faust” 

one of the comics title provided by webtoon in 2015. In Faust webtoon there are some 

words that have similar meaning. The first is words are synonymous and can replace 

each other in a sentence, the second is there are some words are synonymous but word 

placement has to be in accordance with the situation and condition, and the third is 

there are some words that are synonymous but cannot replace each other in a sentence. 

It could be one research object to analyze semantically. Especially in aspect of 

synonymy study to find the example. 

1.2 Statement of the Problem 

The problem of the research is the use of synonymous words and placement the 

word. Based on the research background above the research questions can be 

formulated as follows: 

1. What are the types of synonymy in “Faust” webtoon? 

2. What are their componential meaning of synonym in “Faust” webtoon? 
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1.3 Research Objective 

Based on the statement of problem above, is to answer the questions of the 

problems of the study. Therefore, the objectives of this research are as follow: 

1. To describe the types of synonymy in “Faust” webtoon. 

2. To knowing the contextual meaning of words are synonymous in “Faust” 

webtoon. 

1.4 Research of Significance 

The result of this research has significances for several things that the researcher 

would like to archive. That is this research is expected to be useful for readers both 

theoretically and practically.  

Theoretically, this study is useful to apply the knowledge on English Literature 

Department especially Linguistic about synonymy use and implementation especially 

in literary work like webtoon. 

Practically, this study is useful for students who want to learn about semantic 

that focus on synonym and to know the contextual meaning of its word. 

1.5 Conceptual Framework  
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Based on the table above. Faust webtoon was chosen as research object. The 

idea of this work is synonymy. After the researcher red the Faust webtoon by Arechan. 

The researcher find words are synonymous used on webtoon. 

Synonymy According to Cruse (2000), classifies into three; Absolute synonym, 

propositional synonym, and near-synonym. 

Absolute synonym is words that are exactly the same in all aspects and can be 

interchanged in all contexts. Propositional synonym is pairs of words that have one 

or more sense but differ in all other senses that they express. Near-synonym are words 

that almost synonym with different truth-condition. 

1.6 Previous studies   

There are many previous studies related to semantic analysis which had done 

analyzed before. But the writer takes only four previous studies. The first is the research 

belong to Nopiya (2017) which is entitled “The synonymy of Adjective in Roald Dahl’s 

Matilda Novel: A Semantics study”. The result of this research was the study how the 

synonymy of adjective and the kinds of adjective synonymy. 

The second is research had been done by Nabihul Janam (2017) which is 

entitled “Synonymy in A-Quran and Tafsir”. The result of this research was analyzing 

the meaning of words khauf and khasyyah and to know the relationship meaning.  

The third is the research belong to Genia Fitri Yuslihati (2005) which is entitled 

“Synonym meaning in John Steinbeck’s. The Grapes of Wrath.” The result of this 

research was finding the words which are have same meaning and make the sentence 

from according to synonymous words. 

The fourth is the research had been done by Imroatun Chasanah (2016) which 

is entitled “An Analysis of Lexical Relation of word in Surah An-Nisa Translated by 

Abdullah Yusuf Ali”. The result of this research discussed a semantic analysis Lexical 

relation synonymy, antonymy, polysemy and to knowing the meaning relation. 
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Based on the previous studies above the writer conducted the similar study of 

synonymy. However, there are several precise from this research. The first is 

differences can be seen from the subject and object. In this paper the writer only 

explaining the example of synonymy found in webtoon, and also categorizing the 

words into its group. And also this paper using the different theory of Synonymy which 

is Cruse’s theory from his book entitled “An Introduction to Semantic and Pragmatic.” 

Then the writer also described the contextual meaning on synonymy word in sentence. 

The second differences is from the particular research data from the object. In this 

research the writer interested to inspect the other genre of literary work which is 

webton. Thereafter the writer study the research entitled Synonymy in “Faust” 

Webtoon.
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