
 

 

 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter presents the background of study that describes the reason why the 

writer intends to conduct the study. The researcher presents background, research questions, 

research objective, research of significance, previous studies, and clarification of key term. 

1.1 Background. 

Every person used the language as the way to communication. Language influences 

human life as the bridge to have relationship with other people or society. Sometimes, people 

do not aware that they use the language by making unstructured utterance in communication. 

But it is not a problem because the most important is that their speech could be accepted and 

there is not any misunderstanding between speaker and hearer when they have conversation 

or communication. Speech act performs when people make utterances such as apology, 

greeting, request, complaint, invitation, compliment, or refusal. Speech act is to make us 

comprehend what message that discovered in every utterance. Speech act also decided by the 

language ability of speaker to convey the message in communication. Hence, we can 

understand about the meaning of speech act clearly.  

In addition, when we speak with other people in communication or conversation, the 

speaker does not only speak the source language but the speaker must interpret the speaker’s 

meaning to the hearer. And the speaker can make hearer to understand the meaning of that 

utterance by speaker said. By analyzing the speech events, it is clearly the other way to study 

about how to comprehend communication than it is. So, we can do with words and 

identifying some of the conventional utterance forms we use to perform spesific actions and 



 

 

we do need to look at move extended interaction to understand how those actions are carried 

out and interpreted within speech event of utterance in dialogue in the movie. 

Many people like watching the movie, but not all of them understand the every 

utterance’s meaning which speaker said in dialogue in the movie. Movie is defined as a 

motion picture which considered especially as a source of entertainment. Sometimes, the plot 

of story in the movie can influence in daily people’s life. In the movie, we can found many 

values for us, such as education values, moral values, attitude values, and other values from 

there. 

On the movie, many types of speech acts are performed by characters. The writer just 

focus In this case, the writer will explain that this study focuses on analyzing on direct and 

indirect speech act. Direct speech act is where the utterance said appropriate with the 

function of the sentence. While indirect speech act is the utterance that the meaning was 

depends upon the context. speech act could be grouped into general categories. The five basic 

kinds of actions (illocutionary acts) that one can perform on utterance, there are 

representatives, directives, commissives, expressives, and declaratives. The types of this 

speech act can be analyze to identify in every utterance in dialogue which performed by 

characters in the movie script entitles  Alice Through The Looking Glass. Alice Through The 

Looking Glass is one examples of a good movie. Because in this movie, the researcher found 

a lot of types of the illocutionary acts based on the research conducted by the researcher. In 

addition, the language used by the main characters in that movie is easily understood by the 

listener. This movie is kind of fantasy adventure movie. 

The research related with a previous study five are three previous studies, Analysis 

illocutionary found in “the Change-Up” Movie by Sondakh (2004) in State University of 



 

 

Sam Ratulangi. The result shows that 5 utterances are based on the function of directive 

spech acts. The Data of the research are limited one of types ilocutionary force. It is 

suggested the next writers investigate in another entertainment media.  

 Illocutionary Acts and  Politeness Strategies Used by the Main Characters in 

“Twilight Movie”. by Abdul (2013) in State Islamic High School (STAIN) Tulungagung. 

This study aims to find what kind of Illocutionary acts are used by the main players in the 

"Twilight Movie". The next goal is to find the Illocutionary acts of what the main players in 

the "Twilight Movie" contained FTAs (face-threatening actions) and the latter goal is what 

kind of propriety strategy is made by the major players in "Twilight Movies" for Minimize 

the threats that exist in Illocutionary acts. The results of the research are some FTAs 

(threatening actions) or threats in illocutionary acts on a snippet of conversations conducted 

by the main players in "Twilight Movie". Among others is including Assertive acts (assert: 

you do not know anything) and Directive acts (rule: Get out!) It's over, act of asking: So, 

you're from Arizona, right? Are not people supposed to be tan down There?). After the 

researcher analyzed and interpreted the Data, he found six kinds of decency strategies used 

by the main players in "Twilight Movie" as the following explanation; Maxim Wisdom: 

Ladies first, Maxim generous: You can be a jerk, but it's like this ... mask., Maxim 

humbleness: It's not that impressive really, anyone in my family can do this, Maxim 

Approval: Oh. Badly Like, where I become a meal, Maxim Reception: We're both juniors 

and Maxim Conclusion: Dad, I'm sorry to hear about Waylon. 

Analyiss Speech Act In The Great Gatsby Movie Script by Citra Dewi (2015) in State 

Islamic Institute (IAIN) Tulungagung. Researchers found The result of the research shows 

that. There are some kinds of illocution acts in the script that have been analyze Data the 



 

 

“The Great Gatsby” movie script. There are four categories of illocutionary acts from the 

movie script. Actually, there are 44 representatives, 55 directives, 16 commissives, and 12 

expressives. But the writer have only analized 19 representatives, 18 directives, 6 

commissives, and 8 expressives, The strategies are used to realize the illocutionary acts. Both 

strategies are direct and indirect speech act. In this reserach, the writer found that there are 

101 direct speech act and 26 indirect speech act, but the writer have only analized 45 direct 

speech act and 5 indirect speech act which the writer has found in “The Great Gatsby” movie 

script. 

The research related to speech act has been conducted by Zumairoh from English 

Departmen of Education Faculty State Institute for Islamic Studies (STAIN) Salatiga (2012) 

who wrote a graduating paper entitled The Analysis of Speech Acts Used in “Air Force One” 

movie. She focuses her research on analyzing the kinds of speech acts and the classification 

of illocutionary acts in the movie. She finds that there are two dimensions of kinds speech 

act, those are directness (direct and indirect speech act) and literalness (literal and non-

literal). And she finds that there are four classification of illocutionary act in the “Air Force 

One” movie, they are representatives, directives, commissives, and expressives.  

Emy HidayatulAmanah in the proposal in the State University of Udayana with the 

title Illocutionary Acts in movie script of Chronicles of Narnia: The lion, the witch, and the 

wardrobe by stuart C. the result shows there two points that is: first, there were five 

illocutionary act types found in the movie script Chronicles of Narnia: The lion, the witch, 

and the wardrobe by stuart C. and the second is wasthe forces of illocutionary act which 

were found in this movie script as follows: ordering, praying, promising, complaining, 

declaring, and congratulating. 



 

 

Therefore, the researcher looks for and analysis the speech act and the illocution types 

from Alice Through The Looking Glass movie script. The writer give the title of this 

researcher is "An Analysis Of Speech Act In Alice Through The Looking Glass Movie 

Script". 

1.2 . Statement of Problem 

After the researcher has elaborated many problems about  speech act in Alice 

Through The Looking Glass movie script, he/she would like to find out their problems. The 

main problems in this research are the types of speech act and the the illocutionary act show 

the goal of the locution by main characters in Alice Through The Looking Glass movie script.  

The statement problems will be formulated  as follows: 

1. What illocutionary acts are used by dominant characters in Alice Through The 

Looking Glass movie script based on Searle category?  

2. What strategies are used by dominant characters in Alice Through The Looking Glass  

movie script to realize the illocutionary acts?  

1.2. Research Objective. 

Based on the research questions, this research aims to: 

1. To know illocutionary act are used by dominant characters that found in Alice Through 

The Looking Glass movie script based on Searle category.  

2. To find out the strategies are used by dominant characters in Alice Through The Looking 

Glass  movie script to realize the illocutionary acts. 

1.3. Research of Significance. 

The writer hopes that this research can give some significancs as follow: 

1. Theoretical Significance. 



 

 

Based on the purpose of the study above, the result of this study is expected to 

give something worthwhile contribution of all people who want study English especially 

in linguistics. So, the result of this study gives more explanation about speech acts. 

 

 

2. Practical Significance. 

This research is expected to be useful to identify and learn more about speech acts 

especially illocutionary act. 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms. 

In order to avoid misunderstanding, in some terms are clarified as follows: 

1. Speech Act is an act when we say a word. In general terms, it can usually recognize the 

type of action performed by a speaker with the utterance (Yule, 2006 :118). 

2. Searle’s classifications on Speech act. 

There are five kinds of Searle’s classifications on speech act especially in 

illocutionary act, that is: representatives, directives, commissives, expressives, 

declaratives. 

3. Strategies of Speech act. 

There are two types of strategy speech act to reliaze the illocutionary acts, they 

are: Direct Speech Act and  Indirect Speech Act. 

4. Alice Through The Looking Glass is an American fantasy adventure movie of 2016 

directed by James Bobin, written by Linda Woolverton, and produced by Tim Burton. 

5. Movie script 



 

 

Movie is defined as a motion pictures considered as a source of entertainment or 

as an art form. Then script is defined as something written like text. 

 

 


