
 

 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter discusses the area of the study that will be covered in some 

headings (A) The Background of this study, (B) Research Questions, (C) 

Research Purposes, (D) Research Significances, (E) Rationale, and the last (F) 

Previous studies.  

A. The Background of the study 

Critical thinking is the process or skill of thinking to help people to get more 

information, to analysis the problem and to solve the problem that happens though 

any aspects of critical thinking skills. According to Diane (2003) cited in Anwar 

& Iramawaty (2015), critical thinking is the persons’ ability to analyze and assess 

issues or information. In addition, Paul & Elder (2014), critical thinking is the art 

of analyzing and evaluating thinking to improve it. 

 Based on Hussin et al. (2018) states that critical thinking in 21st era has been 

recognized as a skill for countries, Critical thinking is defined as the intellectual 

thinking skills like analyzing, reasoning, problem-solving, creative thinking, 

making a judgment and good decision-maker. One way to increase critical 

thinking skill is by Problem Based Learning (PBL) approach, and it is already 

widely utilized in an educational course as problem-solving in learning 

assessment. 

According to Anwar & Iramawaty (2015) actually 2013 curriculum was 

designed to create competent students to face the challenging problems by 

encouraging them to make observations, ask questions, and communicate what 

they have earned or they have known after receiving learning materials. 

According to Paul & Elder (2014) cited in Anwar & Iramawaty (2015), teaching 

critical thinking evaluated the students who are used to think critically, teaching 

critical thinking make the students learn the content to be more understanding. It 

means that in curriculum 2013, the students demanded to have creative and 

critically in the teaching and learning process.  



 

 

Meanwhile, curriculum 2013 was also design to enable the students to make 

observations, listen attentively to others, recognize and define problems, be 

curious, ask relevant questions, and use multiple resources to find facts, challenge 

and examine beliefs, assumptions, and opinions, assess the validity of statements 

and arguments, know the difference between logical and illogical arguments, 

make wise decisions and judgments, and find valid solutions. 

According to Waluyo (2018), critical thinking is very important to teach in 

students of senior high school. When critical thinking taught to senior high school 

students, critical thinking helps the students produce a good idea, make them good 

thinking, and provide them the best solution in every problem that happens in 

their lives (Waluyo, 2018). 

Critical thinking and writing have an important relation to lead the students 

have clearer thinking and writing. In writing, especially when writing for a given 

audience, writing is necessary to engage in critical thinking when planning out an 

argument and providing the premises and conclusions. Afterward, critical thinking 

activities can improve writing skills encourages students to think, choose their 

word carefully, and produce concise, accurate, detailed, and sometime persuasive 

writing. In addition, critical thinking also allows us to better word our thoughts, 

making our pharagraph more concise and usable.   

Based on the preliminary observation in SMA Modern Riyadhul Jannah 

Islamic Boarding School, the students faced some challenges regarding writing. 

First, they have the problem to get the idea and the supporting idea, grammatical 

error and the structures. Second, the problem in this school that the students have 

difficulty to access the information about the issues that was happening in their 

lives to improve their critical thinking.  

Meanwhile, this research is analyses how the process of teaching critical 

thinking though writing report text, how the students’ writing ability and what the 

elements of critical thinking in their writing about the issues that interesting was 

going on while them are unable to access any information out there to improve 

their critical thinking skills. In this study, the teaching of writing report text is 

conducted to expose the students to thinking and writing skills. Because, by using 



 

 

the repot text: this research can reveal the response of the student’s Islamic 

boarding school about the current issues in the text.  

The research regarding students’ critical thinking in writing skill has been 

conducted by several researchers. First, the research by Khunaifa (2015) is discuss 

about the effects of teaching critical thinking on students argumentative essay. 

The purpose of this research is to find out whether teaching critical thinking 

affects the writing ability of argumentative essay. Second, the research by Khoiri, 

Basuki, & Priyatni, (2017) is discuss about the assessment of exposition text to 

develop critical thinking skill for Junior High School Students. The purpose of 

this research is to develop an assessment of exposition text to develop critical 

thinking for junior high school students. Third, the research by alidmat & ayassrah 

(2017) is who discuss about development of critical thinking skills through 

writing tasks. The purpose of this research is to identify and describe writing tasks 

contained in the ESP programmers with a view to examine the correspondence 

between the tasks and the critical thinking skills.  

However, this research is different from the previous research. While the 

previous research focus on the development and assessment of critical thinking in 

writing using argumentative essay, exposition text, and writing tasks. While this 

research is focuss on how the students’ critical thinking in writing report text. In 

addition, while the previous research was conducted in university level and junior 

high school, this research is conducted in Senior High School level. 

Therefore based on those causes, a research entitled: "The analysis Of 

Students' Critical thinking ability in writing report text at the 11
th 

grade of SMA 

Modern Riyadhul Jannah Islamic Boarding School” is conducted.  

B. Research Questions 

In this Research, the problem are formulated as follows: 

1. How is the process of teaching critical thinking skills through the Issue of 

the text? 

2. How is the students’ writing ability in writing a report text? 

3. What are the elements of critical thinking emerged in their writing? 

C. Research Purposes 



 

 

The purposes of the research are as follows: 

1. To know the process of teaching critical thinking skill through the Issue of 

the text. 

2. To know the students’ writing ability in writing a report text. 

3. To investigate the elements of critical thinking emerged in their writing.    

D. Research Significances 

This research is significant practically and theoretically.  

Practically, this research is significances when the students learn about critical 

thinking skill. Critical thinking can help they try to analyze and make them more 

understand about the problem, critical thinking also can make the students to be 

more active in the class to respond and to give those opinions or arguments when 

they study in the class. Theoreticaly, this research is significances when critical 

thinking is taught to students in senior high school. Critical thinking can help the 

students to respond about something that happen, they can try to criticaly about 

something and also give the solution about something happen in this world. In 

addition, this research also will be analysis that critical thinking can teach not only 

for reading skill but also in writing skill when the students write some essay or 

arguments about the topic that students have it will be make them more 

understanding. 

E. Rationale 

According to Fisher (2001) critical thinking is skilled and active interpretation 

and evaluations of observations and communications, information and 

argumentation. Another explanation is from Kusuma et al. (2018) who states that 

the use of real-life problems as something that students can learn to practice and 

improve critical thinking and problem-solving skills is to help students achieve 

their skills.  

Hove & Genal (2011) argue that Critical thinking is mode of thinking about 

any subject, content, or problem in which the thinker improves the quality of his 

or her thinking by skillfully analyzing, assessing, and reconstructing it. The 

explanation above is show that critical thinking is the  component of academic 

program or the process of students’ to practice and improve their thinking skills 



 

 

by getting more information, to do analyses, making evaluating and trying to 

solve the problem that happen.  

According to Facione (1990) cited in Utami et al. (2018) there are  six core 

aspects of critical thinking skills. First is Inference, it consists of to recognize, to 

form, to reflect, and to obtain. Second is explanation, it consists of to shape, to 

validate, and to current. Third is evaluation, it consists of to evaluate the reliability 

of statements and to evaluate the rational potency of the definite. Fourth is self-

regulation, it consists of to examine and to evaluation. Fifth is Interpretation, it 

consists of to understand and communicate the meaning. Sixth is analysis, to 

identify the real inferential relationships between statements.  

According to Irani et al. (2007) cited in Bell & Loon (2015) there are three 

domains (constructs) of critical thinking disposition. First, engagement is looking 

for opportunities to apply reasoning, Expecting condition that involves reasoning 

and Confidence in reasoning skill. Second, cognitive maturity is aware that real 

problems are complex, release to other point of view and Aware of biases and 

predispositions. Last, Innovativeness is intellectually curious, Want to know the 

truth. 

According to Siegel (1990, pp.23, 34) cited in Noruzi & Hernandez  (2011) 

there are eight characteristics or traits of critical thinking namely: 

1) It is purposeful. 

2)  It is receptive to and guided by intellectual values (relevance, accuracy, 

precision, clearness, depth, and breadth). 

3) It supports the increase of intellectual traits in the intellectual of humility, 

reliability, determination, sympathy, and self-discipline. 

4) The intellectual can classify the elements of thoughts present in thinking 

about any problem. 

5) It is self-assessing and self-improving. 

6)  There is reliability to the whole classification. 

7) It yields a well-reasoned respond. 



 

 

8) It is receptive to the social and moral imperative to enthusiastically argue 

from opposing points of view and to seek and identify weakness and 

limitations in one’s own position. 

Based on the explanation about three elements of critical thinking skills, this 

research is used two elements of critical thinking skills to analyses how the 

students’ critical thinking skills in their writing report text. The elements consist 

of six aspects of critical thinking skills and three domains of critical thinking 

disposition. These elements are appropriate taught in student’s senior high school 

because the material of these elements is easy to understand.    

In this part, except explained about definition and elements of critical thinking 

skills, this research is also explains about definition and the generic structure of 

report text. Report text is used as the media of this research to analyses and to get 

how the student’s critical thinking skills in their writing report text.  

According to Gerot and Wignell (1994:196) cited in Sinurat, Bloner et al. 

(2014) report text is the text which can be written out with a descriptive technique. 

It describes an object to the readers. The length of the text depends on the specific 

detail of the object being described. A report depend on to describes the way thing 

are, with reference to a range of natural man-made and social phenomena in our 

environment. 

Roza (2014) argue that report text is a text that contains information that 

describes something in reality from source like: natural, man-made, and social 

phenomena in our environment. In writing report text, the writer must describe the 

subject in correct information as it is observed. 

According to Sinurat, Bloner et al. (2014) there are two generic structures of 

report text consists of General Classification and Description. Another 

explanation is from Lehman (2011:76) cited in Roza (2014) who states that there 

are three generic structures of report text it consists of Title, general identification, 

(Series of) descriptions. 

F. Previous Studies 

Research regarding students’ critical thinking in writing skill has been 

conducted by several researchers.  



 

 

The first is research by Carter, Creedy, & Sidebotham (2017) who discuss 

critical thinking evaluation in reflective writing: development and testing of carter 

assessment of critical thinking in midwifery (reflection). This research used a 

descriptive cohort and Quantitative designs. The result of this research is Total 

and subscale scores correlated significantly. The scale achieved the best internal 

reliability with a Cronbach’s alpha coefficient of 93. This study established the 

reliability and validity of the CACTiM (reflection) for use by academics to 

evaluate midwifery students’ critical thinking in reflective writing. Validation 

with larges diverse samples is warranted. 

The second is research by Liu & Stapleton (2018) who discuss connecting 

writing assessment with critical thinking. This research is used Qualitative design. 

The findings in this study can be interpreted in two ways. Using standardized 

indices, the comparison group outperformed the experimental group in aspects 

including essay length, lexical density, fog index and word frequency. In other 

words, the comparison group collectively wrote longer essays that were more 

conventionally academic in nature based on various standard measures. This may 

have been due to the students’ familiarity with the type of prompt as well as the 

object of inquiry (socio-cultural issue) in addition to having frequent practice with 

evaluative and hortative rhetorical functions. 

The last is a research by Soper (2015) who discuss evidences of critical 

thinking in the writing of first year college students. This study is used 

Quantitative and Qualitative designs. Then, the findings of this research there are 

four findings: first, the scores of reliability are more than acceptable level so the 

scores of reliability as negative. Second, there is no significance relationship of 

scores between Hansen study and this study. Third, there is no significance 

between essay, ACT, and GPA scores. Last, there is a significance of relationship 

between essay score and gender.  

However, this research is different from the previous research. The previous 

research focus on the assessment, evidence and potential way of critical thinking 

in writing. Then, the previous research was also conducted in university level. 

Meanwhile, this research discusses the students’ critical thinking in writing report 



 

 

text. Besides, this research is conducted in Senior High School level. In the other 

hand, the previous research is used quantitative design and quantitative and 

qualitative designs. Meanwhile, this research used qualitative design.  

 


