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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This research focuses on the lexical ambiguity study that explains about 

ambiguity. The writer analyzed types and meaning lexical ambiguity on the lyrics. 

As a general introduction, this chapter describes the background of research, 

statements of the problem, research objective, research significance, previous 

studies, clarification of key terms and organization of writing. 

 

1.1 Background of Study 

Linguistics is the scientific study of language which is distinguish into micro 

linguistics and macro linguistics. By those are branches divide into some part and 

have the function for their selves. Semantics is one of part from micro linguistics to 

study of the meaning language, especially in text language such as phrase, sentence 

and the meaning from some words. Besides, by the semantics, the people can 

understand the meaning of message from the sender to the receiver. Some of the 

case usually happen between the sender and receiver is the ambiguity meaning in 

the word or sentence. According to Yastanti (2018), “ambiguity usually could be 

find in some poetry, advertisement, song lyrics and another texts”. This case can 

make miscommunication between the sender and the receiver. 

Actually, communication is basically a social process. It is not only spoken 

and written language to communication, but also with wide variety action. 

Communication is the action or process of communicating. Oxford (1995:230). 

When all people speak in a communication is a process. And then, there must be 

both sender and receiver. Sometimes, all people only talk interaction not only 

directly interact with Communicator alone, but it can communication through 

songs, poems etc. Communication mainly through song means something more 

meaningful.  

Language is a speech sound system that is arbitrary or abusive, (Subroto, in 

Muhammad 2007:12, 2011:40). Based on this concept, the substance of the 

language is the sound produced by humans. The sound was a marker than the 
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language of the subject. Language described by Subroto as a fusion form, meaning, 

and even the situation. Language was a series of sounds. Therefore, many aspects 

of language support that could be studied, such as raw material language sounds as 

language materials, subject as meaning that the sound outside,  

referent, usability, and the use of language.  

Language as a symbol of language symbolizes something. Language 

symbolizes a sense, a concept, an idea, or a thought that is delivered in the form of 

sound. Muhammad (2011:48). Because the symbol refers to a concept, idea, 

thought, it can be said that the language has a meaning. It is the meaning of 

language.    

Beside the language as a meaningful, language is also a sound system. 

Sound is an impression the nerve center of the eardrum vibration as a result of 

reacting due to changes in air pressure. Kridalaksana, in Muhammad (1983:27, 

2011:47). Its means that, sounds in language or a language includes of language 

symbol is sound produced by human organs vocal.  

Human beings need language as their communication because language as 

the branch of linguistic. Semantic is the systematic study of meaning, and linguistic 

semantic is the study of how language organize and express meanings. Charles W. 

Kreidler (1998:3). The writer expects this study is useful for the other writer who 

wish to know about semantics. Moreover, semantics as an important branch of 

linguistics is interesting to be studies especially when it is applied to literary work 

such as song, poem and prose.   

In semantics, it studies about meanings. According to Charles W. Kreidler 

(1998:41) the dimensions of meaning include reference and denotation, 

connotation, sense relations, lexical and grammatical meaning, morphemes, 

homonymy, polysemy, lexical ambiguity, sentence and meaning. Beside that, 

according to Abdul Chaer (2007:289) kind of meaning include a lexical, 

grammatical and contextual meaning, referential and nonreferential meaning, 

denotative and connotative meaning, conceptual and associative meaning, and 

lexeme. According to Jos Daniel Parera (1990:16) kind of meaning include a 
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theoretical of referential or correspondence, theoretical of contextual, the theory of 

mentalism or conceptual, and theoretical formalism.   

Song lyric is one of creation from the song writer which has a deep meaning 

to be delivered for the listener. Sometimes in the lyric has a difficult meaning to 

understand, because it has an ambiguity meaning in its structure word or sentence. 

Ambiguity arises when a single word has more than one meaning. Ullmann (1972 

in Pateda, 2001: 202) divides ambiguity into three kinds; phonological ambiguity, 

lexical ambiguity and grammatical ambiguity. Phonological ambiguity relates to 

the sound of language that if this is said, it will generate two or more interpretations 

by the hearers. Phonological ambiguity does not arise in written form. 

The case of ambiguity relates to the meaning and interpretations.Meaning 

and interpretations in relation with the communication are the main things that we 

have to consider before we utter and write because different interpretation of the 

two or more hearers or readers may cause misunderstanding and finally raises 

problems 

Commonly, a song has a lyrics song; one of that song is Glow Like Dat by 

Rich Brian. Rich Brian is an Indonesian rapper, singer, record producer and 

songwriter. This song relased in August 15, 2017 and it tells about a woman who 

successfully make Rich Brian falling in love to her. Furthermore, the woman 

seemed to shine in his mind and never left there. Glow Like Dat is not only has an 

interesting lyrics but also it has an interesting meaning because in that song has a 

good combination between the story and the lyrics. 

 In this research, the writer chooses literary works like songs. Song is any 

poem even there is an attention of it being set to music. In this research, the writer 

chooses the ambiguity problem about song lyrics. It was “Rich Brian” Song. The 

study was limited on lexical meanings. 

Song is a piece of music with word that is sung or music for the voice. 

Oxford (1995:1133). Its means that, the producing musical sounds with the voice 

and augments regular is speech by the uses of both tonality and rhythm. And then, 

sings was called a singer or vocalist. Singers perform music that could be sung 
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either with or without accompaniment by musical instruments. Singing is often 

done in a group of other musicians. 

In the song lyrics on album’s people can find some ambiguity meaning 

which want to deliver to the listener. Thus, to make the meaning of song lyrics is 

clear, the writer interest to analyze the ambiguity of song lyrics. Through this 

research purpose to analysis all songs to know about what is the meaning of the 

uses of ambiguity in every line. Therefore, the writer invite listeners not only to 

listening but also to understanding the meaning, it will make listeners can feel it. 

 

1.2 Statement of Problem 

Ambiguity has principal targets. Brian’s utterance has a specific purpose to 

say something. Whereas, it is expressed Rich Brian by his song; whose song is 

presented in The Sailor Album. The research is formulated as questions follow:  

1. What types of lexical ambiguity are there in The Sailor album by Rich 

Brian? 

2. How to analyze the meaning of lexical ambiguity which found in The Sailor 

album by Rich Brian? 

 

1.3 Research Objectives 

To find the answer of question in this research, then this research is 

conducted to fulfill the ambiguity from all song in The Sailor Album was released 

on July 26, 2019. For the specific explanation of the writer put them as follow: 

1. To find out the types of lexical ambiguity in The Sailor Album by Rich 

Brian. 

2. To analyze the meaning of lexical ambiguity in The Sailor Album by Rich 

Brian. 

1.4 Significance of The Research 

This research was theoretically significant that the theory used in this 

analysis has very given supported; it is suitable with a theory lexical ambiguity 

focusing on the types and meaning lexical ambiguity.  
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The research can stimulate the students in studying linguistic, especially 

about lexical ambiguity it can be used as additional knowledge in semantics. It also 

can be used as additional references and information for further researches related 

with the field. 

 

1.5 Conceptual Framework 

Ambiguity is phenomena which happen in human daily language. It takes a 

part as language that leads people to drive the multiple meaning of word. Therefore, 

ambiguity can be identified through the study of stylistics which is concerned about 

style of language. Ambiguity is categorized into two different categories is 

grammatical ambiguity and lexical ambiguity. Lexical ambiguity as the concern of 

this study has two types such as homonymy and polysemy. In grammatical 

ambiguity, it is enough to identify ambiguity from one single word. The 

identification should be n the level of grammatical which involves people to 

interpret ambiguity from the structure language. Preposition, articles, conjunctions, 

and from indicating number or tense are several elements of grammatical words. 

Meanwhile, lexical ambiguity is more concerned in level of word. In stylistics, there 

are pun and wordplay which are explained as foregrounding of ambiguity. In most 

general term, lexical are nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs which have 

independent meaning and perhaps still meaning full even if they are stood alone or 

in group (Jackson and Etienne, 2000:50). 

 

1.6 Previous Studies 

Research about ambiguity was previously written by some writers. Arizona 

(2016) with the research entitled The Lexical Ambiguity in The Cosmetic 

Advertisements. It was a content analysis 20 advertisement from 10 cosmetics 

brand. In gathering the data of the cosmetics advertisement, the writer takes the 

advertisement from the official websites or from their official social media 

accounts, twitter. Then, in the data analysis, the writer takes the advertisement. 

Then, the writer examines each pharase and sentence to find out to lexical 

ambiguity. Faelani (2016) were the next research entitled Ambiguity In The Jakarta 
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Post Weekender. The research aimed to find 21 ambigous senstences concist of four 

grammatical ambiguitics and 17 lexical ambiguities. Whereas the effects of 

grammatical ambiguity are the meaning or sentence are clear and logic and each 

interpretation meaning of sentence has more than one sentence meaning. Based on 

the background above the research on ambiguity is written with Song Lyrics of Rich 

Brian album. 

The third research entitled lexical and syntactic ambiguity in humor. 

Christianto as the writer, shown that ambiguity happens in a sentence which 

contains more than one meaning. Ambiguity can be caused by the ambiguous 

lexicon in which a word has more than one meaning and it can also be caused by 

the syntactic structure. Context also determines whether the sentence can be 

interpreted differently and become ambiguous. Ambiguity often causes confusion 

and it has become one of the phenomena in linguistic studies, particularly 

semantics. This study investigates ambiguity in creating humors in which the data 

were gathered from electronic sources in forms of newspaper headlines, jokes, 

riddles and anecdotes. The number of the data collection includes 25 cases of 

ambiguity. 12 sentences were lexically ambiguous, while the other 13 sentences 

were syntactically ambiguous. The results showed that lexical ambiguity and 

syntactic ambiguity were the language devices used to create puns in humor. The 

results also suggested that the ambiguity could be an effective source of humor 

when it particularly involves dual interpretations in which one interpretation gives 

a serious meaning and tone, whereas the other interpretation gives a humorous 

meaning which is not likely to occur in normal contexts.  

The next research was conducted by Stallard with the research entitled “The 

Logical Analysis of Lexical Ambiguity”. This research aimed to find semantic 

interpretation which wish to capture as many generalizations as possible must face 

up to the manifoldly ambiguous and contextually dependent nature of word 

meaning? In this paper I present a two-level scheme of semantic interpretation in 

which the first level deals with the semantic consequences of'syntactic structure and 

the second with the choice of word meaning. On the first level the meanings of 

ambiguous words, pronominal references, nominal compounds and metonomies are 
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not treated as fixed, but are instead represented by free variables which range over 

predicates and functions. The context-dependence of lexical meaning is dealt with 

by the second level, a constraint propagation process which attempts to assign 

values to these variables on the basis of the logical coherence of the overall result. 

In so doing it makes use of a set of polysemy operators which map between lexical 

senses, thus making a potentially indefinite number of related senses available. 

Wakhidah (2018) in this research writer discussed the using of the lexical 

ambiguity topic with different title. The title is The tilted is A Study of Ambiguity 

Found In Student's English Workbook of Vocational High School. The study aims 

to identify the types of ambiguity, describe the common types f ambiguity appear, 

and describe how to disambiguate fifty ambiguous sentences found in vocational 

school students’ student workbook entitled teladan from tenth grade, eleventh grade 

and twelfth grade. The object of the study is the ambiguous words or sentences in 

teladan student workbooks. Type of this study is descriptive qualitative research. 

The technique of collecting data is documentation. The technique of the analyzing 

data is using descriptive qualitative. It means that the writer identifies the types of 

ambiguity by referring Hurford Heasly’s theory for lexical ambiguity and 

Kreidler’s theory for both lexical and structural ambiguity, describes the frequency 

of each ambiguity by using table, and decides the most dominant ambiguity is 

appeared by table and chart. In this research, the way to disambiguate the 

ambiguous sentences, the writer uses different ways from some linguists. Findings 

show that the writer finds lexical ambiguity (76%) and structural ambiguity (24%). 

Lexical ambiguity is divided into homonymy, polysemy, and anaphora. Structural 

ambiguity is divided into two types of structural ambiguity; there are prepositional 

phrase and adjective clause. There is 16% of structural ambiguity, eight sentences 

contain surface structural ambiguity and only three sentences contain deep surface 

structural ambiguity, the percentage of Deep surface structural ambiguity is only 

6%. The results also show that ambiguous sentences can be resolved by using 

paraphrase and using picture. 

Wahyuni (2014) were the next writer and her research entitled “Lexical 

Ambiguity Represented through Pun and Wordplay in The Script of Romeo and 
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Juliet Adapted by David Hundsness”. This study is concerned with lexical 

ambiguity in the script of Romeo and Juliet adapted by David Hundsness which is 

seen from stylistic perspective. This research has three objectives to identify the 

forms of lexical ambiguity in the script of Romeo and Juliet adapted by David 

Hundsness, to find out how lexical ambiguity is represented through pun and 

wordplay in the script of Romeo and Juliet adapted by David Hundsness, and (3) to 

interpret the effects of lexical ambiguity represented through pun and wordplay 

towards the meanings in the script of Romeo and Juliet adapted by David 

Hundsness. 

This research employed a descriptive qualitative method. It was concerned 

with the description of the data in the script of Romeo and Juliet. The primary 

source of the data was the script of Romeo and Juliet adapted by David Hundsness. 

The primary instrument was the writer who acted as the data collector, data analyst 

and data interpreter. Then, the secondary instrument was the data sheet. In 

collecting the data, she selected the data, provided three data sheets to categorize 

the data, and classified the data into the data sheets. In analysing the data, she 

identified the data into the categorizations, and interpreted each datum based on the 

theories. Finally, the trustworthiness of this study was achieved by conducting a 

triangulation technique. The findings of the research show that the two types of 

lexical ambiguity are found. 
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1.7 Clarification of Key terms  

In this section, the writer explains the definition of key terms which are used 

in this research. To avoid misunderstanding about the terms, some of the key terms 

are defined as below: 

 

a. Semantic is the systematic study of meaning, and linguistic semantic is the 

study of how language organize and express meanings. (Charles W. 

Kreidler.03). 

 

b. Song is a piece of music with word that is sung or music for the voice; 

singing. Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary (1995:1133)  

c. Meaning is intended to communicate, that is not directly expressed. Oxford 

Advanced Learner’s Dictionary (1995:726)  

 

d. Lyric is an expression of the writer’s feelings or composed for singing. 

Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary (1995:703) 

 

e. Brian Imanuel Soewarno (born September 3, 1999), known professionally 

as Rich Brian (formerly Rich Chigga), is an Indonesian rapper, singer, 

songwriter, and record producer. He is known for his viral debut single "Dat 

Stick", which was first released in March 2016 on SoundCloud. 
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1.8 Organization of Writing 

The discussion of this research is divided into five chapters as follow; 

Chapter I:  An introduction, this chapter presents the background of the 

research, research problems, research objective, significance of 

the research, organization of the writing and clarification of key 

terms.  

Chapter II:  The author discusses some theories related to this study. The 

discussion will present some theories like semantics, pragmatics, 

types of ambiguity and meaning of ambiguity.  

Chapter III:  Contains the research method. It contains the research design, the 

unit of analysis, source of data, the technique of data collection, 

the technique of data analysis. 

Chapter IV:  Finding and discussion present data analysis which covers the 

analysis of the problem, there are the types of ambiguity and 

ambiguity meaning which implied Rich Brian’s Song Lyrics in 

The Sailor Album.  

Chapter V: The conclusion from the result of the research and the suggestion 

for future research after the writer analyzes and interprets at the 

acquired data from the previous chapter. The conclusion is 

covered from the statement of the research problems while the 

suggestion is intended to give information to the next writers who 

are interested in conducting similar research. 

 

 

 

 


