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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter presents an overview of this research. The first section started 

with the research background that mainly deals with the issue for conducting this 

research. This section is followed by research questions and research objectives. 

The following sections present research significances, definition of key terms, and 

the organization of writing.  

 

1.1 Research Background 

Conversation is a kind of communication form that can be done by two or 

more participants to convey their opinions, ideas, comments, or feelings. As a 

social being, people use communication to extend everything on their mind.  

Therefore, they need a communication tool which is language to interact each 

other to achieve the goals. Language is used to express what people want, need 

and feel in a conversation.  

According to Thao, the contribution  of participants in a conversation should 

follow the rules: “Participants in a conversation expected each other to make their 

contributions to that conversation truthful, relevant, clear, and sufficiently 

informative” (2011:3). However, people sometimes use various ways of 

expressions to provide information clearly to others. The expression used in 

conversation cannot always be intelligible and finally acceptable (Grice, 1989:23). 

In this case, people as a language user might intend to give more information 
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implicitly rather than what it is explicitly conveyed. This notion of language 

phenomenon is called implicature. 

The term of implicature was introduced by Grice in 1975 in order to talk 

about different facets of the meaning of an expression. Riemer points out that the 

introduction of this term is a way of generalizing over the different types of 

communicative intention which listeners attribute to speakers: “the implicatures of 

an utterance are what it is necessary to believe the speaker is thinking, and 

intending the listener to think, in order to account for what they are saying” 

(2010:116). There are two kinds of implicature, the first one is conventional 

implicature, which is considered as the literal meaning of speaker’s utterance. The 

second is conversational implicature that refers to the meaning beyond that mere 

linguistic form or literal meaning which is divided into two types; Generalized 

Conversational Implicature and Particularized Conversational Implicature. 

Conversational implicature itself is one of the most important ideas in 

pragmatics as explained above which is not a matter of a sentence but instead of 

an utterance’s literal meaning. Grice (in Riemer, 2010:119), claimed that 

“conversational implicatures arise as the result of the flouting of certain principles 

or maxims of rational conversational behaviour that is Cooperative Principle.” 

There are four maxims could be regarded as the basis for Cooperative Principle; 

Quality, Quantity, Manner, and Relevance. When a speaker appears not to follow 

the maxims, he implies a different meaning instead the literal meaning. The 

speakers assume that the listeners know that their words should not be taken at 

face value and that they can infer the implicit meaning. It means that 
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conversational implicature focuses on the meaning of what speaker said, and the 

listener can find the hidden meaning of what speaker said. 

There are many previous studies related to implicature, such as Astuti (2011) 

did research about implicature analysis of the character Chieko’s conversation in 

Yasunari Kawabata’s novel entitled Koto. The result of this research showed the 

floutings over the Cooperative Principles that made the implicature of the 

conversation appeared. Another writer, Putra (2015) did research about 

implicature analysis of the conversation between Larry King and Ellen Degeneres 

in one of the most famous talk show programme in America. The result of this 

research showed the classification of the implicature covered conventional and 

conversational implicature. The recent one, in State Islamic University Sunan 

Gunung Djati Bandung, there is also research about implicature by Reni (2016) 

did research about the categories of speech act on conversational implicature 

appear in the movie “The Ugly Truth” and discovered the meaning behind those 

conversational implicatures. 

Beside previous studies related to implicature, there are also previous 

studies related to Donald Trump. Puspitasari (2016) did research about Critical 

Discourse Analysis (CDA) in Donald Trump’s presidential speeches. This 

research discovered the comprehensive-discursive analysis on the content of 

Trump’s speech that contained racism towards Muslim. Another writer, Aini 

(2017) did research about relative construction analysis on some texts related to 

Donald Trump. The result of this research showed the relative construction of 
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English and Bahasa Indonesia on the texts related to Donald Trump and the 

relative constructive clauses between English and Bahasa Indonesia semantically.  

Based on the description above, the writer in this research is interested in 

analyzing the conversational implicatures that appear in the conversation of “60 

Minutes Interview: President-elect Donald Trump”. The writer choose “60 

Minutes Interview: President-elect Donald Trump” as the object for this research 

because the interview is Donald Trump’s first interview after elected as President 

of United State, therefore the writer choose this since there is still no research has 

done on this object. Furthermore, the conversations that occured during the 

interview can be a good data to be taken, since interview is one of the ways where 

a lot of conversation take place which may contains conversational implicature. 

The difference between this research and the previous studies above except 

the different object is this research takes a closer look about how conversational 

implicatures arise with analyzing the flouting of maxims of cooprative principles 

and discovers the types of conversational implicature. 

 

1.2 Research Questions 

Based on the research background above, the writer proposed two questions 

in this research as follows:  

1. What maxims are flouted as the identification of conversational 

implicature in the conversation of “60 Minutes Interview: President-

elect Donald Trump”? 
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2. What types of conversational implicature are identified in the 

conversation of “60 Minutes Interview: President-elect Donald Trump”? 

 

1.3 Research Objectives 

According to the research questions above, the writer defined the objective 

of this research as follows: 

1. To identify the flouting of maxims  as the identification of 

conversational implicature in the conversation of “60 Minutes Interview: 

President-elect Donald Trump”.  

2. To discover the type of conversational implicatures that identified in the 

conversation of “60 Minutes Interview: President-elect Donald Trump”. 

 

1.4 Research Significances 

The result of this research is expected to be used theoretically and 

practically: 

1. Theoretically 

This research is expected to support Grice’s theories dealing with 

conversational implicature. 

2. Practically 

This research is expected to give information and more understanding 

to the readers especially students of Sastra Inggris about conversational 

implicature. At least, the students are familiar with this linguistic 

discussion. For other writers, this research can inspire them to conduct 
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similar research in order to give more additional information in 

analyzing conversational implicature. Furthermore, the result of this 

research is also expected to give language users some knowledges in 

understanding the implicit meaning and the message contains in a 

conversation. 

 

1.5 Definition of Key Terms 

To avoid mistake of the little consideration, the writer clarifies the term as 

the following: 

- Conversational Implicature: the focus of this research, “conversational 

impicature refers to meanings which a speaker intends to convey, but 

does not explicitly express” (Cruse, 2006:3). According to Grice (in 

Riemer 2010:119) “conversational implicatures arise as the result of the 

flouting of certain principles or maxims of rational conversational 

behaviour that is Cooperative Principle”. 

- 60 Minutes: American newsmagazine television program that broadcast 

on the CBS television network which had aired the interview section 

with the United State President-elect Donald Trump on November 13
th

, 

2016. 

- Interview: a meeting in which someone is asked questions about 

themselves for a newspaper article, television show, etc (Walter, 2008).  

- President-elect: the apparent winner of presidential election in some 

countries. 
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- Donald Trump: the 45
th

 President-elect of the United State, who has 

done interview for 60 Minutes on November 13
th

, 2016. 

 


