
 

 

CHAPTER I   

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter explains a frame of the study. There will be a brief explanation of 

background of the study, research questions, research purposes, the significance of 

the study, limitation of the study, research framework, and the previous studies. 

A. Background 

This study is intended to explore the implementation of partner reading strategy 

(PRS) in e-learning. According to Sulitami et al., (2018), in reading, many students 

still have difficulty understanding the main idea or content of the text due to lack 

of vocabulary and low in grammatical structure. Beside that problem, there are 

several other factors that make students still have low reading skills (Sulistami et 

al., 2018). One of the factors is that in teaching reading, most of the teachers let 

students read on their own and then work on the task or worksheet (Sulistami et al., 

2018). Whereas, Suganda (2016) stated that in learning reading, students need 

guidance or collaboration with parents or friends. Furthermore, according to 

Dahliana (2016), for EFL students, understanding a text can be a challenge for some 

students because it involves certain contexts and prior knowledge. This challenge 

becomes more complex because they need to take the meaning of sentences by 

making sense in the context that may be unfamiliar to them. 

Based on the observation at a senior high school in Sukabumi, West Java 

Province, when students read individually, 24 of the 38 students have difficulty in 

understanding the content of the text they have read. That makes the students feel 

less motivated, unfocused, bored, and lack curiosity. It is in line with Dahliana 

(2016)  that individual work does not give students the opportunity to compare 

comprehension and share their ideas with others. Meanwhile, there is a strategy for 

reading namely Partner Reading Strategy (PRS). PRS excels because  PRS is an oral 

reading form that is supported by a partner that allows students to understand and access 

text more than their individual reading level, with a form of error correction that is not 



 

 

intrusive (Topping, 2014) and PRS puts students on the track for discussion and 

sharing their ideas (Dahliana, 2016). The students must respond to each other and 

express their opinions about their partner's opinions (Dahliana, 2016). This sharing 

moment takes them to the solution because they need to get an agreement about the 

text to complete the task (Dahliana, 2016). So, the implementation of PRS in the reading 

learning process is expected to help students who have difficulty in reading process. 

There are several research regarding PRS. First, research by Meyerpeter (2014) 

found that PRS makes students more motivated and students enjoy the reading process 

especially for students who have low reading levels. Second, research by Topping (2014) 

showed that PRS results in greater phonic skills, use of context, fluency, self-correction, 

trustworthiness, accuracy. The last research by Dahliana (2016) indicates that PRS can 

develop spoken language skills and be exposed to vocabulary words, students 

become more curious about reading assignments, get immediate feedback on ideas, 

provide a safe learning environment, and enhance students' sense of community. 

However, this study is different from the previous study because in this study 

intends to explore how PRS applies in e-learning. Besides, due to pandemic of 

COVID-19, the teaching and learning system is shifted into e-learning, especially, 

online class. Therefore, this study is entitled “THE IMPLEMENTATION OF 

PARTNER READING (PRS) IN E-LEARNING”. 

B. Research Questions 

Referring to the background above, there are some problems which can be 

identified as follows:  

1. How is the PRS applied in e-learning? 

2. What are the obstacles using PRS in e-learning? 

3. What are the students' responses to using PRS in e-learning? 

C. Research Purposes 

Based on the background of the research above, the research is supposed: 

1. To know the process of PRS in e-learning. 



 

 

2. To know the obstacles using PRS in e-learning.  

3. To know the students’ responses to using PRS in e-learning. 

D. The Significances of the Study 

This study at least gives two significances include theoretically and practically.  

1. Theoretical Significances 

This study can be beneficial information for curriculum planner as evaluation 

for creating improvement for students especially in e-learning. 

2. Practical  Significances 

This study gives significance to: 

a. Students 

The results of this study are expected to help students to improve their 

reading ability by PRS especially in e-learning. 

b. Teachers 

This study can contribute to all English teachers to consider reading ability 

of students and determine the best strategies in the teaching and learning 

process to maximize their potential in learning English, especially in e-

learning. 

E. Research Framework 

Reading is an activity to absorb and get information from all readable sources. 

This is an active process consisting of recognition and comprehension skills (Patel 

and Jain 2008, in Rahmani & Sada, 2012). Smith (2011) as cited in 

Phantharakphong (2014) said that reading comprehension is understanding, 

evaluating and utilizing information and ideas obtained through the interaction 

between the writer and the reader where the written language becomes the media. 

Anderson (1998) in Mulla (2015) stated that comprehension is a special process of 

thinking. Readers understand by actively building meaning internally from 

interacting with the material being read. Muhammad and Abidin (2011) cited in 

Ohoiwutun (2014) said that reading comprehension is an interactive mental process 

between the linguistic knowledge of the reader, world knowledge, and knowledge 



 

 

of the topic given.  Futhermore, Rainking (2011) as cited in Anggraeni (2018) stated 

that reading comprehension understanding is what has been read. This is an active 

thought process that depends not only on comprehension skills but also that student 

experience and prior understanding of knowledge involve vocabulary 

understanding. 

According to Topping and Lindsay (1992) partner reading strategy (PRS) is a reading 

guidance procedure performed by non-professionals, for example with friends and 

parents. Besides, PRS is a cooperative learning strategy to improve comprehension 

(Michael, 2015). PRS is a very effective strategy to help children improve their reading 

skills (Topping, 2014). Mclaughlin and Allen (2002) in Dahliana (2016) said that 

PRS promotes an active reading strategy with a partner. Dahliana (2016) stated that 

PRS is paired with students taking turns reading one another. For partner reading, 

more fluent can be paired with a less fluent reader (Dahliana, 2016). The student 

who is more fluent in reading as the first reader, give examples to a less fluent reader 

(Dahliana, 2016). Then the less fluent reads the same text aloud (Dahliana, 2016). 

The student who is more fluent provides assistance with word recognition, provides 

feedback and encourages less fluent (Dahliana, 2016). The less fluent read the part 

again until he or she can read it independently (Dahliana, 2016). Partner reading is 

not necessary with more fluent in reading and less fluent in reading (Dahliana, 

2016). In other forms of partner reading, children who read at the same level can 

also be paired (Roberts (2000) cited in Dahliana (2016)). Two readers with the same 

ability can practice rereading after hearing the teacher read the passage (Roberts 

(2000) cited in Dahliana (2016)). Thomas (2019) stated that PRS allows teachers to 

use their chosen reading material so they do not require special reading material. It 

offers flexibility for teachers to incorporate strategies into various content areas 

(Thomas, 2019). Partner reading provides a direct opportunity for a teacher to be 

closer to students, observe students, and evaluate students (Thomas, 2019). 

According to Abbad et al., (2009) in Arkorful & Abaidoo (2014) that e-learning is all 

learning done electronically. In addition, Gilbert (2015) said that e-learning there are 

various types of technologies such as chat, web, group, e-mail, video and audio 



 

 

conferencing sent to provide education through computer networks. Furthermore, 

Arkorful & Abaidoo (2014) said the term e-learning means that most uses of 

achievement and knowledge are facilitated and assisted by electronics. The features of e-

learning are centered on the internet, the flow of knowledge and broadcast information, 

learning resources, and the flexibility of learning (Ghirardini & Organisation des 

Nations Unies pour l’alimentation et l’agriculture, 2011).  

F. The Previous Studies 

There are several previous researches regarding PRS. This research gets the idea 

from those previous research. Those related researches are explained as follows: 

First, research by Meyerpeter (2014) analyzed the comparison of individual 

reading and partner reading in a K-2 classroom. Participation in this study 8 students 

was chosen randomly. Students were given book comprehension surveys and opinion 

surveys. The students were asked after each book they read to test their 

comprehension abilities. The students were also asked three questions about 

whether they preferred to read individually or with a partner. The result of this study 

showed that individual reading can be useful for students with high levels of reading and 

it is also useful to provide more understanding and focus. On the other hand, partner 

reading is very useful for English Language Learners and students with lower reading 

levels and helps as a motivating tool for them to enjoy reading. 

Second, research by Topping (2014) aimed to improve fluency with PRS and 

related methods such as repeated reading, neurological impression methods, 

reading-while-listening and assisted reading. But the results showed that paired 

reading yields in greater fluency, greater use of context and the possibility of greater 

self-correction, greater trust (less rejection), and greater accuracy (fewer errors) and 

greater phonic skills better. 

The last, research by Dahliana (2016) analyzed the benefits of PRS in EFL 

reading class. This study found several advantages of partnership activities in EFL 

reading class such as increasing students’ awareness of social life, improving speaking 

skills, increasing student vocabulary, increasing students' curiosity about reading 

assignments, and increasing togetherness between students. 



 

 

In this study, the researcher intends to examine the implementation of PRS 

according to professor K.J. Topping's theory. However, this study is different from 

previous studies because, in this study, PRS is expected to help students in reading 

learning process,  especially in e-learning. Besides, the type of e-learning that used 

is fully e-learning course. 

 

 


