CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

This chapter provides an overview of this study, which includes the
background, statement of problem, research objective, research significance, and

definition of key terms.

1.1 Background

The conflict between Palestine and Israel has become a major topic of
discussion in international politics and online news media. One of the horrific
attacks carried out by Israel on Palestine was the Israeli attack on hospitals in
Gaza, Palestine. The conflict between Palestine and Isracl has escalated since
October 2023 and claimed around 41 thousand lives in Palestine and around 1,2
thousand lives in Israel until today. Hospitals, which are supposed to be neutral
zones in the conflict, have become one of the targets of attacks.

The attack on hospitals in Gaza has generated a significant response from
the global community. Many have condemned the action, asserting that
hospitals should be impartial safe zones protected from attack in any battle.
Humanitarian organizations, human rights bodies, and state leaders condemned
the attack, calling it a gross violation of international humanitarian law. Global
citizens on social media voiced sympathy for the Palestinian people and
condemned the violence against health facilities. The incident has raised crucial
questions about the moral and ethical limits of warfare and sparked calls for an
immediate halt to the attacks to protect innocent civilians.

One of the most recent attacks by Israeli forces against Palestinians was
the attack on hospital tents in Gaza on October 14, 2024 as reported in Al
Jazeera (2024) under the headline “Israeli attack on Gaza hospital tent camp
kills four, ignites fire” and in The New York Times (2024) under the headline
“Tent Camp in Gaza Engulfed by Flames After Israeli Strike”. The two news
reports both refer to the same topic, the attack on the hospital in Gaza. The

attack was carried out by Israeli forces on the tents on the hospital grounds in



Deir el-Balah, Gaza, Palestine, killing at least four people. This has certainly
become the spotlight and caused reactions from many people. According to an
Israeli military spokesman, the Israeli military attacked what it called a Hamas
command center embedded inside a hospital compound in the Deir al-Balah
area of Gaza (Al Jazeera, 2024).

Due to this incident, the mass media was certainly quick to report the
events that occurred in the hospital in Gaza. According to Arindita and
Marhamah, 2024, “...the media has an important role in constructing reality”.
In the current technological era, the news media certainly plays an important
role in conveying the reality on the ground, especially online media that can be
easily accessed. Each news media conveys the event in a different perspective
with the use of different language. The news presented, whether explicitly or
not, reflects the political, social and economic interests of the media. Therefore,
in addition to disseminating facts, the media also plays a role in influencing how
the general public perceives the situation in Gaza and can even have an impact
on public opinion regarding both sides of the conflict. Therefore, the researcher
wants to analyze the use of language and the ideology portrayed in relation to
the conflict.

Following what has been explained, this research examines and conducts
a comparative study of the two media The New York Times and Al Jazeera
related to the coverage of Israeli attacks on hospitals in Gaza by analyzing the
power and ideology behind the media. This research uses the critical discourse
analysis (CDA) approach proposed by Van Dijk to find out the use of language
and discourse structures contained in the news by the two media.

The Al Jazeera international media network itself is headquartered in
Doha, Qatar, and known for its in-depth reporting on global conflicts, the
Islamic world, and Middle East issues was established in 1996. It focuses on an
alternative viewpoint to that presented by the Western media (Al Jazeera, n.d.).
On the other hand, The New York Times is a well-known daily headquartered
in New York, United States, founded in 1851 widely known for its objective

reporting, investigative journalism, and extensive coverage of national and



international issues (Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2025). Despite their different
geographical origins and ideologies, these two media organizations have a
significant impact on shaping public opinion around the world.

Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) used in this research is a new
approach to discourse analysis that emphasizes linguistic assessment through
the lens of psychological understanding. CDA is a methodological framework
for analyzing language to investigate social issues, emphasizing power
dynamics, particularly abuses of authority such as discrimination and
powerlessness (Baker & McGlashan, 2020). The main component of CDA is
linguistics, and language analysis is used to uncover the complex relationship
between ideology, power, and language. CDA examines language as a discourse
connected to context. This context relates to the use of language for specific
purposes, which includes the exercise of power. Fairclough reveals that Critical
Discourse Analysis (CDA) seeks to produce interpretations and explanations of
social phenomena by pinpointing the origins of social injustice and producing
valuable insights to correct or reduce it (in Huda, 2022: 38). The emphasis of
CDA is to investigate the impact of the interaction between power and
inequality in producing social injustice. This is closely related to group
ideology.

Based on the general explanation above, CDA examines language as a
discourse connected to context, focusing on power dynamics and ideology.
According to Van Dijk (2015), Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) is a discourse
analysis research that mainly studies the way social power abuse and inequality
are enacted, reproduced, legitimized, and resisted through text and discourse in
social and political contexts. CDA can reveal how the language used in a news
story can shape public perception. Apart from functioning as a communication
tool, language can also be used as a tool of power that can influence people's
perceptions of social issues. Van Dijk's critical discourse analysis (CDA) looks
at how texts and discourses can support or question social injustice. This
perspective is particularly valuable for studying the media. Researchers are able

to find biases in the news that most people are unaware of, such as how language



is used to defend certain actions or make one side look like the victim or
aggressor in a conflict. Behind the words and dialog, there is an ideological
framework that shapes social meaning that may not be obvious but has a big
effect on how people are perceived.

There are many studies related to critical discourse analysis of news
media with various approaches and focuses of study. One of the studies similar
to this research is a study conducted by Amalina (2019) who analyzed the issue
of bomb attacks in Surabaya on two online news media, BBC and Al Jazeera,
using Van Dijk's CDA approach. The findings indicate that the two media
outlets differ in their use of language, power structures, and ideology in
presenting their perspectives. Another study that also used Van Dijk's approach
was Arindita and Markhamah (2024) who examined the macro, superstructure,
and micro discourse structures in the coverage of the war between Israel and
Hamas on the Detiknews news media. Their findings show that critical
discourse analysis emphasizes discourse as a form of interaction, both in spoken
and written language.

Another approach to critical discourse analysis of news media was
conducted by Suwarno and Sahayu (2020), who adopted Halliday's transitivity
system within the framework of functional systemic linguistics (SFL). The
study analyzed textual features and word choice in the clauses of news articles
to understand how ideology is formed in the text. The results showed that both
mainstream media analyzed favored Palestine as a victim of the conflict over
Israel as a war criminal state. This study confirms that CDA can be used to
uncover bias and language strategies in media discourse, thus clarifying how
the media shape public opinion through word choice and text structure.

Based on these studies, this research was conducted with the title “A
Critical Discourse Analysis of The New York Times And Al Jazeera News
Reports on The Hospital Attacks in Gaza”. The New York Times and Al Jazeera
were chosen for this study because of their extensive reach around the world
and their representation of various geographical and ideological viewpoints.

The New York Times, headquartered in the United States, is often regarded as



the embodiment of the Western point of view, while Al Jazeera, located in the
Middle East, is usually considered to represent a point of view aligned with the

Arab world and regional issues.

1.2 Statement of Problem
This research focuses on knowing the use of language and ideological
perspectives of two online media, The New York Times and Al Jazeera,
regarding the incident of Israeli forces attacking hospitals in Gaza on October
14, 2024 by using Van Dijk's theory. The followings are the research questions:
1. What is the discourse structure in the online news reports about the
Israeli attack on hospitals in Gaza, provided by The New York Times

and Al Jazeera?
2. How the power and ideology portrayed in the discourse structure of The

New York Times and Al Jazeera online news reports?

1.3 Research Objective
This study aims to determine the use of language and ideological
perspectives of two online media, The New York Times and Al Jazeera, related
to the incident of the attack by Israeli forces on hospitals in Gaza on October
14, 2024 using Van Dijk's theory. The aims of this research are outlined as
follows:

1. To find out the discourse structure in the online news reports on the
Israeli attack on hospitals in Gaza in The New York Times and Al
Jazeera.

2. To describe the representation of power and ideology depicted in the
discourse structure of The New York Times and Al Jazeera online news

reports.

1.4 Research Significance
The significance of this research resides in how this research can

contribute to the application of the field of Critical Discourse Analysis,



especially in the study of media discourse. The results of this study aim to
increase readers' understanding of the application of CDA in analyzing the
conflict that occurred in Gaza. Additional benefits obtained from this research
are as follows:

1. Theoretically, this research has the potential to significantly advance
the field of linguistics, particularly in critical discourse analysis in news
media. In addition, the findings from this study are expected to
contribute to the development of research and analysis in the field of
linguistics, aiming for greater practicality.

2. Practically, students studying English are expected to apply the critical
discourse analysis approach in the mass media. In addition, the findings
of this study are expected to provide intellectual contributions for other

academics who are interested in exploring the same field.

1.5 Clarification of Key Terms

1. Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA)
Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) is discourse analysis research that
basically studies how the abuse of social power and inequality is enacted,
reproduced, legitimized, and resisted through text and talk in social and
political contexts (Van Dijk, 2015).

2. Discourse Structure
As defined by Teun A. van Dijk, discourse structure is the way the
components in a discourse are arranged and organized, which can include
spoken or written communication. This structure can have several levels,
including macro structure, superstructure, and micro structure (Van Dijk,

2008).

3. Ideology
Ideology is a form of social cognition, that is, beliefs that are shared and

distributed to group members (Van Dijk, 2011).



4. Power
Power means the ability to control people and events. This can come from
a variety of sources, such as authority, persuasion, or control over resources,
and influence that can make decisions and effect change (Cambridge, 1999).
5. News Report
News is information or reports about current events. Meanwhile, a report is
an oral or written account of something that has happened, been observed
or investigated. In a journalistic context, news reports refer to descriptions
of current events delivered through various media with the aim of providing
accurate and factual information to the public (Cambridge Dictionary, n.d.).
6. Al Jazeera
Al Jazeera is a media outlet based in Doha, Qatar, since 1996, known for its
coverage of global conflicts and Middle Eastern issues from an alternative
perspective to Western media (Al Jazeera, n.d.).
7. The New York Times
The New York Times is a daily media based in New York since 1851,
known for its investigative journalism and extensive coverage that

represents a Western perspective (Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2025).



