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Abstract:
The Forty Hadiths in Sufism:

A Study of the Book of the Forty Hadiths by Abu Mansur al-Isfahani (418 AH)
- Study and Investigation -

Baha' al-Din Muhammad Anwar Mahmoud
Keywords: The Forty Hadiths, Hadith, Sufism, Abu Mansur, al-Isfahani.

The topic of the Forty Hadiths is of great importance; This type of book is considered one of the
first types of classification and composition in the Prophetic Sunnah, and some of the books of
the Forty Hadiths are considered an authentic source for it. This study aims to: introduce the
books of the Forty Hadiths in Sufism, clarify the scientific value of these books, and graduate the
hadiths mentioned in the book of the Forty Hadiths by Abu Mansur al-Isfahani from the original
sources of the Prophetic Sunnah, and study their chains of transmission and judge them. This
study is based on the historical method that is concerned with monitoring the phenomenon of the
research and its historical development. I monitor the beginning of classification in the Forty
Hadiths in general, and the beginning of classification in the Forty Hadiths in Sufism in
particular, and | mention its history and the most important books classified up to the present
time. | use the descriptive method in describing the dimensions of this phenomenon, and
describing the books composed in the Forty Hadiths, whether printed or handwritten. Abu
Mansur al-Isfahani narrated forty-one hadiths by hearing from twelve sheikhs, including one
hadith qudsi, in a book he called: “The Forty Hadiths Preserved for the Verified.” From the Sufis
and the Gnostics, Abu Mansur did not adhere to narrating the authentic hadiths, but he narrated
the authentic, the weak, the good, and the fabricated, so the number of authentic hadiths was
eighteen hadiths, the good hadiths were nine hadiths, the weak hadiths were eleven hadiths, and
the fabricated hadiths were three hadiths. Among the most important results of the study are the
following: Many of the forty hadiths were classified in response by the author to the needs of his
community for a specific aspect of guidance, and the diversity of topics in this type of
classification stems from the multiplicity of the compilers’ understandings of those forty
intended by the hadith, so some of them collected hadiths on monotheism, some of them
collected hadiths on morals, behavior, and Sufism, and some of them collected hadiths on jihad,
and other things, and the benefit of this is not hidden, so whoever wants a specific topic may find
what he is looking for in these forty, by collecting this material that he wanted, and this is what is
called the thematic hadith, where the author collects hadiths on a specific topic.



