Chapter I
INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents the research background, formulation of problems,
objectives of the study, significance of the research, review of previous studies, and
the definition of key literary terms.

1.1 Research Backgroundwl

Literary work is an art form created from ideas, feelings, and creative thinking
that values culture and language (Sukirman, 2021). Literature is a part of human
life because, basically, humans hold on to elements of culture and language.
Literature is a type of writing that does not contain real facts, but is fiction (Djoko
Damono, 2006). In general, there are two main approaches to understanding
literature: the intrinsic approach and the extrinsic approach (Welles & Austin
Werren, 1985 p, 87).

Film is an audio-visual medium that combines both narrative and cinematic
elements (Pratista, 2008). In the narrative concept there is a theme that forms the
basis of the film. Narrative elements are contained in the film script as a written
narrative, as a means of telling stories through the dialogue of the characters
(Sudarisman, 2019). In the cinematic element, there is a plot and storyline from
beginning to end that accompanies the audience to feel what is happening in the
film. Without conflict in the film, it does not complete the film itself, it feels that
there are empty parts, feels bored and cannot be felt by the audience. Conflict in a
film certainly fills the emotional spaces of the audience, just as a sad film will make
the audience feel sad, as well as a scary film that will make the audience feel afraid
when they watch it.

In the process of making films, of course, human behaviour is overcome,
which is different from one another, which is applied to character development.
Characters in a story are very important, without story characters there will be no
conflict. Of course, each character has a different personality. Personality is a
relatively permanent pattern of traits and unique characteristics that give a person

behaviour consistency and individuality (Feist, 2008).



Films can also be called literary works because seen from the scriptwriting
that has literary elements, in which there are elements of character, conflict, symbol,
plot, and other elements in the film. (Bressler, 1999). The script is the initial
benchmark in filmmaking. The script used to produce a film has a very important
role and is the core of the producer's movement in creating the supporting elements
of the film (Puspayanti, 2018).

Conflict is a social phenomenon that occurs in conflict individually with
individuals, individuals with groups, groups with groups, or groups with the
government (Maswadi, 2001). Conflict is instinctively experienced by humans, in
fact humans are social creatures who depend on other humans. It is undeniable that
conflict occurs when establishing social relations between humans, life without
conflict for humans is not pleasant, because conflict will trigger human
development to become more mature. Conflict also occurs in literary works,
especially films. Conflict is already a part of the film itself.

As aresult, conflict is the most important part of a literary work. The conflict
itself has levels for each character involved. Therefore, films have similarities with
dramas, because they both present performances using actors who bring the
audience to express feelings. According to (Pratista, 2008) Films and dramas are
generally related to themes, stories, settings, characters, and situations that present
real life.

Furthermore, human behaviour and personality in films are usually
associated with problems and conflicts, which are the main support in the
development and formation of characters, each character has a very important task
in conveying the contents of the film itself, such as moral values, implied messages,
and messages, or other things that you want to convey to the audience. Through the
characters, conflicts and problems are conveyed very clearly and can be understood
by the audience, as with other literary works, it is the characters who convey the
contents of the work through their behaviour. Character is a person or other being
in the narrative. Characters can be completely fictional or based on real-life people,
in which case a distinction between "fictional" versus "real" characters can be made.

(Battista, 2011).



One of the films that focuses on character development that is influenced by
conflict in it is Jojo Rabbit (2019). This film tells the story of the life journey of a
ten-year-old boy named Johannes Bletzer or commonly called Jojo, he idolizes the
leader of the Nazi dictator, Adolf Hitler went so far as to make him his imaginary
friend. His father went to war in Italy and never returned, and he lives with his
mother Rosie. His sister Inge is said to have died long ago due to illness. Jojo
attended a Training Camp for children his age who were educated by the Nazis.

The conflict started when Jojo had to be absent from the training camp
because he was injured during the training camp because of the boom he threw.
Jojo started his adventure with his mother, until Jojo found many facts from his
mother, where Jojo's mother was not a Nazi, but anti-Nazi, her mother also hid a
young Jewish girl in her house, who should have been completely exterminated by
the Nazis at that time, until Jojo accidentally knows the girl. Jojo was taught by his
mother to aspire to freedom rather than having to become a Nazi. Jojo slowly
became aware of his mother's teachings until he had to witness his own mother's
corpse being hanged in the square as a Nazi traitor.

Jojo's character attracts the attention of researcher to be used as an object of
research by paying attention to the development of the main character, namely Jojo.
The reason for choosing the film Jojo Rabbit was because the development of Jojo's
character in the film really impressed me and became the main point in this film,
the character changes in this film are very clear. The conflict that the character
experiences involve his own inner feelings. Conflict is focused on the events and
momentum experienced by the character himself which led to character
development in the film Jojo Rabbit.

In this regard, the researcher tries to analyze the narrative aspects related to
Jojo's character in the film Jojo Rabbit. The researcher found developments in Jojo's
character and conflicts that came from the events and momentum experienced by
Jojo, so that they could affect changes in Jojo's character in the film Jojo Rabbit.
Thus, the conflict gave a significant change to the development of Jojo's character,
who has a warrior spirit, turning him into a Jojo who has a spirit of freedom and

compassion. Researcher will dig deeper into Jojo's character and the conflicts Jojo



experienced in changing Jojo's character. Based on what the researcher describe.
Researcher create titles “The Characterization and Conflict of Main Character in
Jojo Rabbit (2019) By Taika Waititi” to find out how the conflict experienced by
Jojo affects the character development in the film Jojo Rabbit.

Therefore, to facilitate the research process, the researcher will present
several previous studies from several sources. These sources include journals and
theses. The previous research presented by the researcher was research that had a
topic similar to this research.

1.2 Statement of Problem

The main problem in this research is the impact of conflict on the
development of the main character in the film Jojo Rabbit. Therefore, the
researcher made three questions, etc:

1. What characterization can be found from the main character of the film
Jojo Rabbit (2019)?
2. How the conflict can affect the main character of the film Jojo Rabbit
(2019)?
1.3 Research Objective

In this study, the impact of conflict on the development of the main
character in the film Jojo Rabbit has several objectives, including:
1. To find what characterization that can be found from the main character
of the film Jojo Rabbit (2019)
2. To understand the conflict that can affect the main character of the film
Jojo Rabbit (2019)

1.4 Research Significance

This research is expected to offer theoretical as well as practical benefits. The
following points highlight its significance.
1.4.1 Theoretically

This research is expected to provide benefits and gain new experiences in the
field of literary works, especially films. It is hoped that it will also be useful for

readers who will study narrative elements in films, especially characterizations,



conflicts and character development. This research is also expected to be a reference
for similar research. By combining existing theories in literature, hopefully it can
be an example for further research. This research also hopes to be an inspiration for
researcher who will conduct research related to narrative elements in films, and can
apply several similar theories to their research.

1.4.2 Practically

This research is expected to provide new contributions. This research is also
expected to provide a lot of new ideas and information regarding a conflict in a film
that can influence the story development and character development in the film.
Therefore, readers will find some combination theory to analyze the film, especially
about the conflict, and character development.

This research proves that films can be analyzed in detail and depth. Because many
people know that literary works that can be analyzed are only writings, such as
poetry, novels, and short stories.

1.5 Previous Studies

The first previous research was a journal article entitled Analysis of Conflict
in Movie Script A Cinderella Story by Ni Putu Ayu Jaya Safitri (2016) from
Udayana University. This journal has similarities with the discussion that the
researcher chose. Which development of the main character has similarities to the
development of the character chosen by the researcher even though with different
objects. The theory used is psychology from Karl S Bernhardt who analyzes the
psychology of the main character which is divided into attitude, feeling-emotion,
and motivation. This study discusses Sam who is described as having the same life
as Cinderella who lived with his stepmother and stepsisters when his father died.
Sam is always tormented by Fiona who never loves him like her own child. The
treatment that Sam experienced prompted a change in Sam's behavior towards other
characters because of the torment experienced by Sam while living with his
stepmother Fiona.

The second previous research is a thesis entitled Personality Development of

The Main Character as Influenced by Family Conflict in Sean Penn’s into The Wild



Movie Script by Daniel Putra Setyawan (2018) from Sanata Dharma University.
This thesis has similarities with the discussion that the researcher chose. Which
development of the main character has similarities to the development of the
character chosen by the researcher even though with different objects. This thesis
uses characterization theory, personality theory, and conflict theory. This study
examines the character of Christopher McCandless in the film The Wild and
focuses on his personality development which is affected by family conflicts.
Which focuses on Personality Chris who wants to get attention and affection from
his parents but his parents are always busy with his work.

The third previous research is a thesis entitled The Impact of Conflicts
Towards Character Developments in Cruella (2021). By Nisa Meisa Zarawaki
(2022) from UIN Sunan Gunung Djati Bandung. This thesis has similarities with
the discussion that the researcher chose. Which development of the main character
has similarities to the development of the character chosen by the researcher,
namely the main trigger is internal conflict, even with different objects. This thesis
uses Petrie & Boggs theory which discusses characterization, conflict, and character
development. This thesis discusses the development of Cruella's character who has
internal conflicts between Cruella and Estella and with herself. The conflict
becomes the main trigger in character development.

The similarity of this research with previous research is in the selection of
topics that discuss character changes and conflicts. The difference between this
research and previous research lies in the selected object, and does not discuss Jojo
Rabbit in each discussion. In addition, the difference between this study and several
previous studies lies in the theory chosen, one of which uses the psychological
theory of Karl S Bernhardt. However, two of them have the same theory, namely
focusing on narrative elements, so that they use and combine characterization,
conflict, and character development.

This research focuses on changes in the main character and discusses the
conflicts experienced by the main character. This research will focus on the
influence of conflict in the film Jojo Rabbit, which makes the main character the

main basis for the emergence of personal conflicts in the film. Therefore, the



researcher chose this object, which has never been studied by anyone, especially
when discussing the effects of conflict on the development of the main character.
Researcher focus more on discussing narrative elements in films, not the
psychological elements contained in previous research.

1.5.1 Definition of Key Terms

a. Character: According to Chatman, characters are people who are in the
movie, where their nature and character imitate human behaviour in the real
world through their actions. (Chatman, 1978, p. 108). Characters will
always be present in the story to make the storyline livelier, because the
presence of a character will still exist without a storyline or plot, but
storylines tend not to exist if there are no characters. (Kenney, 1966, p. 24)

b. Petrie & Boggs, 2012. Characterization: Characterization is a characteristic,
behaviour, desire, and instinct that must exist in a character (Chatman,
1978). Characterization is a means of the author to show directly how the
nature or character of a character. According to Petrie and Boggs, characters
are presented in the story to make the characters look more real or more like
humans in the real world through their actions (Petrie & Boggs, 2012).

c. Petrie & Boggs, 2012. Conflict: According to Petrie & Boggs, conflict is the
main point in a film because a conflict can make a story develop, be more
alive and affect the emotions of the audience (Petrie & Boggs, 2012).
According to Cambridge Dictionary, Conflict is a form of dispute between
two people which includes differences of opinion. Conflict in literary works
is not only related between characters and their characters, but also between
characters and their environment, or characters with themselves.

d. Petrie & Boggs, 2012. Development of Character: Development of
characters in a film is a cause of conflict in the storyline, a character will not
be the same person when entering a story (Petrie & Boggs, 2012). This
development is because the characters will experience a lot of conflicts in

the storyline, in the end the characterization will continue develop.



