
 

  Table of Contents 

DECLARATION OF OWNERSHIP ................................................................... I 

PREFACE ..............................................................................................................II 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT .................................................................................. III 

ABSTRACT ......................................................................................................... IV 

ABSTRAK............................................................................................................... V 

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION .......................................................................... 1 

1.1 Research Background .................................................................................. 1 

1.2 Research questions ....................................................................................... 9 

1.3 The Aim of Research .................................................................................... 9 

1.4 Research Significance .................................................................................. 9 

1.5 Conceptual Framework ............................................................................. 11 

1.6 Review of Previous Studies ........................................................................ 15 

1.7 Research Gap and Original Contribution ............................................... 18 

CHAPTER II THEORETICAL FOUNDATION ............................................. 20 

2.1 Pragmatics and Meaning in Context ........................................................ 20 

2.2 Speech Act Theory ..................................................................................... 22 

2.2.1 Utterances as Actions ............................................................................ 22 

2.2.2 Illocutionary Categories and Analytical Boundaries ............................. 23 

2.3 Expressive Speech Acts .............................................................................. 24 

2.3.1 Definition and Dual Function ................................................................ 24 

2.3.2 Operational Types of Expressive Speech Acts ...................................... 25 

2.3.3 Direct, Indirect, and Implicit Expressives ............................................. 28 

2.3.4 Multimodal Realization ......................................................................... 28 

2.4 Professional Sports Communication and the Post-Game Press Conference 29 

2.4.1 Press Conferences as Institutional and Mediated Interaction ................ 29 

2.4.2 Emotion Under Performance Pressure .................................................. 30 



 

2.4.3 Athlete Self-Presentation and Public Identity ....................................... 30 

2.5 Collective Emotion and Team Identity .................................................... 31 

2.5.1 From Individual Feeling to Collective Voice ........................................ 31 

2.5.2 Linguistic Construction of Team Identity ............................................. 31 

2.5.3 Relational Functions of Expressive Acts in Team Discourse................ 32 

CHAPTER III  RESEARCH METHOD ........................................................... 33 

3.1 Research Design.......................................................................................... 33 

3.2 Data .............................................................................................................. 35 

3.3 Source of Data............................................................................................. 36 

3.4 Technique of Collecting Data .................................................................... 37 

3.5 Technique of Analyzing Data .................................................................... 39 

CHAPTER IV FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION ............................................... 42 

4.1 Types of Expressive Speech Acts .............................................................. 43 

4.1.1 Congratulating or Celebrating ............................................................... 44 

4.1.2 Praising or Admiring ............................................................................. 46 

4.1.3 Thanking or Appreciating ...................................................................... 50 

4.1.4 Apologizing ........................................................................................... 53 

4.1.5 Regretting or Lamenting ........................................................................ 54 

4.1.6 Complaining or Deploring ..................................................................... 57 

4.1.7 Wishing or Hoping ................................................................................ 60 

4.1.8 Expressing Happiness or Joy ................................................................. 62 

4.1.9 Expressing Pride .................................................................................... 66 

4.1.10 Expressing Surprise or Disbelief ......................................................... 69 

4.1.11 Expressing Affection ........................................................................... 71 

4.1.12 Greeting or Exclaiming ....................................................................... 74 

4.2 Functions of Expressive Speech Acts in Reflecting Collective Emotions and 

Constructing Team Identity ............................................................................ 77 



 

4.2.1 Distributing Credit and Collective Ownership ...................................... 78 

4.2.2 Constructing a Team-First Identity........................................................ 80 

4.2.3 Expressing Collective Joy, Pride, and Validation ................................. 83 

4.2.4 Maintaining Relationships Through Gratitude and Affection ............... 85 

4.2.5 Constructing Accountability and Humility............................................ 88 

4.2.6 Showing Respect and Professional Sportsmanship ............................... 90 

4.2.7 Connecting Past Adversity with Future Continuity ............................... 91 

4.3 Data Analysis and Tabling ........................................................................ 96 

CHAPTER V ...................................................................................................... 100 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS ........................................................... 100 

5.1 Conclusion ................................................................................................. 100 

5.1.1 Types of Expressive Illocutionary Acts ...................................................... 101 

5.1.2 Functions of Expressive Illocutionary Acts ................................................ 105 

5.2 Suggestions ................................................................................................ 108 

5.2.1 Suggestions for Future Researchers ............................................................ 108 

5.2.2 Suggestions for Students and Researchers of Pragmatics ........................... 110 

5.2.3 Suggestions for Sports Organisations and Media Practitioners .................. 111 

REFERENCES ................................................................................................... 112 

 


