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ABSTRACT 

 

Wiguna, Muhammad Farhan (2023) The Challenges of Teaching English 

to the Pupils with Down Syndrome Based on Teacher’s Experience: 

A Narrative Inquiry Study in SMPLB Silih Asih C Kota Bandung. A 

Paper. English Education Department, Faculty of Tarbiyah and Lecturer 

Training, UIN Sunan Gunung Djati Bandung. 

Down syndrome (DS) is a complex and highly variable disorder that arises 

from trisomy of chromosome 21. It is characterized by a lack of mastery of 

English in individuals with Down syndrome. 

This study uses a qualitative research methodology that aims to analyze the 

challenges experienced by teacher who teach English Reading skills to Pupils 

with Down Syndrome at SMPLB Silih Asih C Kota Bandung. The main 

phenomenon of this study is to determine the challenges and experiences of 

teachers who teach English reading skills to children with Down syndrome. This 

research can propose and evaluate various knowledge strategies and 

interventions that have been used in teaching English to students with Down 

syndrome. Theoretically, this research can provide a theoretical basis for the 

development of teaching methods and strategies for the teaching of English to 

children who are suffering from Down syndrome. In this paper, we emphasize 

an overview of Down syndrome, DS-associated phenotypes diagnosis, and 

management of the disease.  

The results of this research indicate that observations of learning English 

reading skills for students with Down syndrome reveal significant challenges 

faced by teachers in implementing a comprehensive learning process and the 

challenges of teaching students with Down syndrome require addressing a 

variety of challenges related to their intellectual, linguistic, and motor skills. 

Researcher found a variety of methods, such as the use of visual aids, multi-

sensory approaches, and adapted materials, can be used to engage students and 

encourage language development. then suggestions for English teachers, for 

future researchers, for the education department to pay more attention to 

education for students with Down syndrome. 

 

 

Keywords: Down syndrome, reading skills, teacher challenge 

 

 



 

iii 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Legends never give up 

- Muhammad Farhan Wiguna 
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First and foremost, all praises to Allah SWT, who has shown His servant and 

all His creatures’ immense kindness. Alhamdulillah rabbil 'Alamin for the favor 

and direction Allah has granted the author in finishing this research. Then, 

sholawat and greetings to the Prophet Muhammad SAW as the messenger and 

beloved of Allah who has guided humanity to the path of truth till the end of 

days.  

This research in title is "The Challenges of Teaching English to the Pupils 

with Down Syndrome Based on Teacher’s Experience: A Narrative Inquiry 

Study in SMPLB Silih Asih C Kota Bandung". The Department of English 

Education received this research paper partially fulfilling the Bachelor's degree 

requirements (S1). This study intends to contribute to developing techniques in 

the area of education and English education. In addition, this work may serve 

as a resource for future studies, particularly for those interested in future English 

language teaching.  

The writer expresses gratitude to everyone who contributed to completing 

this paper. The researcher acknowledges that several individuals, including 

lecturers, families, colleagues, and friends, contributed to the development of 

this study. This paper will hopefully inspire others and assist future researchers 

in accessing relevant research references. 
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