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ABSTRACT 

 

Azizah, Asri. 2023. PUNCTUATION ERRORS IN INDONESIAN EFL 

STUDENTS' ACADEMIC WRITING ON MINI RESEARCH PROJECT (An 

Analysis to the 4th Semester Students' Work of English Education Department 

UIN Sunan Gunung Djati Bandung. A Paper. English Education Department, 

Faculty of Tarbiyah and Teacher Training, UIN Sunan Gunung Djati Bandung. 

 

Punctuation is a basic skill in English writing that students have to master. This 

is because its importance in the context of meaning. It avoids ambiguities and 

unclarity. Moreover, punctuation helps readers to feel what the author is willing to 

express and tell. Incorrect punctuation will decrease the formality of academic writing 

paper. 

Through these kinds of issues, the study aims to investigate the most frequent 

of punctuation mark error that students always make in academic writing, especially 

in form of mini research project, and (2) to analyze the factors behind the errors made 

by students in academic writing. This study uses descriptive qualitative approach and 

conducted with 35 students' writing projects and 8 of them were interviewed. The 

participants were the 4th semester students of English Education Department UIN 

Sunan Gunung Djati Bandung. 

The results of the study:(1) the most frequent punctuation error that made by 

students are comma in omission and addition, capitalization in misformation and 

parentheses in misordering, (2) students feel confused in the use of punctuation and 

its rules. This is due to their lack of knowledge and its ignorance to learn punctuation 

comprehensively. 
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