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ABSTRACT 

This study aims to identify the factors that support students to use swear words and to find out how 
students feel when using those swear words. This research was conducted on the class B students of the 
English Literature study program, the batch of 2020 UIN Sunan Gunung Djati Bandung. This research 
employed a qualitative research method with a case study design where the data is described narratively. 
To identify the factors and feelings of using the swear words, 10 items of interviews were administered to 
six respondents. The results of the study showed that the use of swear words is dominantly triggered by 
negative emotions, such as anger and discomfort, which are reinforced by the influence of entertainment 
media and surrounding culture. Interestingly, two of the participants realized that their use of swear words 
was much supported by game teammates. The use of these words can lead to a sense of relief but also regret. 
The reactions of the people around and the mood after swearing vary from equality to silence, influenced 
by the specific situation. These findings emphasize the importance of awareness of the long-term impact of 
swearing on social perceptions and interpersonal relationships, highlighting the need for a comprehensive 
approach to understanding and managing sensitive communication behaviors. 
Keywords:  swear words, psycholinguistics, feels 
 

ABSTRAK 

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengidentifikasi faktor-faktor yang mendukung mahasiswa untuk 
menggunakan kata-kata umpatan dan untuk mengetahui bagaimana perasaan mahasiswa ketika 
menggunakan kata-kata umpatan tersebut. Penelitian ini dilakukan pada mahasiswa kelas B program studi 
Sastra Inggris angkatan 2020 UIN Sunan Gunung Djati Bandung. Penelitian ini menggunakan metode 
penelitian kualitatif dengan desain studi kasus dimana data dideskripsikan secara naratif. Untuk 
mengidentifikasi faktor dan perasaan menggunakan kata-kata umpatan, 10 item wawancara diberikan 
kepada enam responden. Hasil penelitian, menunjukkan bahwa penggunaan kata-kata umpatan dominan 
dipicu oleh emosi negatif, seperti kemarahan dan ketidaknyamanan, yang diperkuat oleh pengaruh media 
hiburan dan budaya sekitar. Menariknya, dua dari partisipan menyadari bahwa penggunaan kata-kata 
umpatan tersebut banyak didukung oleh teman satu tim dalam game. Penggunaan kata-kata tersebut dapat 
menimbulkan rasa lega namun juga penyesalan. Reaksi orang-orang di sekitar dan suasana hati setelah 
mengumpat bervariasi, mulai dari kesetaraan hingga diam, dipengaruhi oleh situasi tertentu. Temuan ini 
menekankan pentingnya kesadaran akan dampak jangka panjang dari umpatan terhadap persepsi sosial 
dan hubungan interpersonal, yang menyoroti perlunya pendekatan yang komprehensif dalam memahami 
dan mengelola perilaku komunikasi yang sensitif. 

Kata kunci: kata-kata umpatan, psikolinguistik, perasaan 

 

 

https://doi.org/10.24853/elif.6.2.101-112


English Language in Focus (ELIF), 6(2), 101–112. https://doi.org/10.24853/elif.6.2.101-112 
 

 102 

INTRODUCTION  

Language is an important tool for 
communicating both social and personal 
identities. Its purpose is to express and keep up 
social norms and values relating to gender, 
ethnicity, and social class.  Language through 
communication can symbolize the complex 
relationship between language, culture, and 
society. 

Mu'in (2019) proposes five communication 
strategies, including 1) knowing what to say 
and who to communicate with, 2) using 
language appropriate for the socio-cultural 
context, 3) taking turns and interrupting 
others, 4) recognizing when to remain silent, 
and 5) identifying our voice and attitude. These 
strategies aim to promote diplomatic, 
respectful demeanors, culturally appropriate 
language, and effective communication in a 
variety of settings. 

Language deals with communication between 
the writer and the reader, defining context and 
expressing symbolic reality. It also interprets 
and represents experiences by expressing 
physical-biological reality through ideational 
and portrayal functions, social reality through 
interpersonal communication, and semiotic 
reality through textual function (Matthiessen, 
1992/1995:6; Martin, 1992). By biological 
reality,  psycholinguistics emphasizes the 
importance of utterances in speech 
communication and investigates the links 
between language, consciousness, thinking, 
speech, perception, memory, and the 
psychological aspects of mental and speech 
activities in human cognition (Nurullina, et al., 
2018; Wu et al., 2022; Zutell, 2017).  

Tatlılıoglu & Senchylo-Tatlılıoglu (2020) 
reaffirm the psychological factors that 
influence language acquisition, usage, 
comprehension, and production. It aims to 
comprehend the cognitive processes that 

support language learning and usage, with a 
focus on the processes that generate 
meaningful sentences and comprehend 
utterances, words, and texts. 

People frequently express contrasting opinions 
in communication, resulting in feelings of 
dislike, disappointment, or madness. To deal 
with this, they frequently use swear words, 
often to demonstrate their feelings. Younger 
generations often use this negative language to 
express frustration, fear, nervousness, surprise, 
annoyance, gladness, and disbelief. Some 
scientists believe that all modern languages 
evolved from primitive spoken words like 
swearing (Montagu, 1967). 

Abdelaal and Al Sarhani (2021) argue that 
swear words and taboo expressions are 
generally forbidden in different civilizations 
due to social and cultural issues. It is a common 
and natural element of any language, whether 
used regularly or at specific moments (Hawel, 
2019). However, from a sociolinguistic 
perspective, swearing is regarded as a type of 
language behavior (Babushko & Solovei, 2019). 
According to Montagu (1942), children's 
primitive emotional outbursts, such as 
swearing might serve two purposes: catharsis 
and interindividual goals.  

Vingerhoets et al. (2000) developed a model 
that analyzes the role of biological, 
psychological, and environmental factors in 
swearing. The cognitive emotion model 
evaluates objective circumstances, focusing on 
“appraisal reflecting”, an individual's 
assessment of personal significance based on 
factors like positivity, negativity, threat, 
challenge, loss, and responsibility. These 
factors are influenced by contextual, 
psychological, and biological factors, leading to 
emotional responses like disappointment, 
anger, frustration, or sadness, determined by 
arousal levels (Vingerhoets et al., 2000). 
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Figure 1. A Model of Swearing 

Cursing, particularly in anger, can strengthen 
social connections and provide emotional 
benefits to the individual who swears, 
enhancing their overall social bonding 
experience. Furthermore, the social bond can 
lead to support from others, potentially altering 
the person's objective judgment of the 
situation.  

In addition, profanity can make others feel 
uneasy. For example, someone else's aggressive 
response may cause terror rather than 
frustration, resulting in a dangerous situation. 
When cursing drives away other people, the 
element that creates intense emotions may 
occasionally vanish as well. All of these could 
result in the swearer's emotional state 
returning to normal. 

 

Figure 2. Mind Map of Swearing 

The researcher investigates and uncovers 
information related to certain factors, such as 
environment, entertainment, and culture. In 
addition, the study will shed light on the 
various feelings that participants experience, 
such as emotional states (such as anger, pain, 
frustration, and excitement) and internal 
associations (such as threat and regret), when 
they utter swear words. 

The previous study by Loae Fakhri Jdetawy 
(2019) explores the origins, types, motives, and 
functions of swear words, revealing various 
categorization schemes for "bad language" and 
"swear words." The research highlights that 
swearing is a way to express emotions, have a 
positive or negative effect on others, and 
alleviate pain. It also highlights the significant 
influence of gender and age on swearing, with 
terms like epithet, profanity, obscenity, cursing, 
blasphemy, taboo, vulgarity, slang, insults, 
scatology, semantic derogation, animal names, 
ancestral allusions, and propositional and non-
propositional swearing. 

The second study by Lafreniere, Moore, and 
Fisher (2022) examines the impact of swear 
words on online reviews. The research found 
that reviews with swear words, like "damn," are 
more helpful and positively affect readers' 
sentiments towards the product. These words 
communicate meaning about the reviewer and 
the issue being discussed, acting as separate 
mediators. The number and style of swear 
words also play a role in these effects. Overall, 
swear words in reviews provide value to 
readers and review sites by effectively 
conveying two meanings. 

The last study by Setyaningtias, Heriyanto, and 
Muhid (2023) explores the use of swearing 
words by UNAKI students in residence halls in 
Papua, Lampung, Kalimantan, and Medan. The 
research, which involved twenty participants, 
identified five categories of profanity: funny, 
blasphemous, abusive, expletive, and obscenity. 
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These words are used in friendships to convey 
intangible emotions like intimacy, annoyance, 
and fury. The study identifies three functions 
and five types of swear words used by UNAKI 
students. 
 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY  

In this study, the researcher used qualitative 
research to identify the factors that support 
students to use swear words and to find out 
how students feel when using those swear 
words. Creswell (2018) defines qualitative 
research as an investigative method that 
utilizes various methodological traditions to 
investigate social or human issues. As stated by 
Adlini et al., (2022), qualitative research uses 
inductive reasoning to get a thorough grasp of 
reality, with researchers actively participating 
in the study's setting and focused on actual 
happenings. 

The research also used a case study design, as 
recommended by Yin (2003), which focuses on 
an individual's life experience and examines 
specific phenomena. This approach involves 
formulating research questions, selecting 
frameworks and tools, gathering, and 
evaluating data, and compiling the final 
research document. As defined by 
Assyakurrohim et al., (2022), a case study is a 
longitudinal investigation of a bounded system 
or a variety of cases involving various rich 
information sources. 

In collecting the data, six English literature 
class B students at UIN Sunan Gunung Djati 
Bandung were interviewed purposively. 
Sugiyono (2019) highlights the various 
concerns associated with the purposive 
sampling approach. It is a non-random 
sampling strategy that involves identifying a 
unique identity that aligns with the research 
aims and is expected to answer the study case 
(Lenaini, 2021). This indicates that the 
researcher selected six students based on three 

factors: culture, entertainment, and 
environment, which influence their frequent 
use of swear words, using predetermined 
sampling criteria. 

Particularly the researcher used a variety of 
techniques to collect the data, including:  
a. Students were interviewed with 10 

questions using a voice recorder to identify 
factors supporting swear word use and 
their feelings when saying them face-to-
face.  

b. The interviews' results were transcribed 
into paragraphs. 

c. The paragraphs are checked and corrected 
for data accuracy, confirming their 
suitability from the students. 

d. Lastly, the collected data was segmented 
based on the conditions of the first and 
second problems to divide different 
questions. 

The data collected is then analyzed using 
techniques, such as: 
a. Data reduction. The researcher identified 

factors influencing students' use of swear 
words and explored their emotions when 
uttering such words.  

b. Presentation of data. The researcher 
developed a model to illustrate the 
correlation between factors promoting 
swear word usage and students' emotions 
when using such words. 

c.  Conclusions drawing. Students' use of swear 
words can generate various emotions due 
to various factors they receive. 

 

FINDING AND DISCUSSION  

Findings 
The data collected by the researcher is data 
collected and known directly from students and 
concluded how factors that support students to 
use and to discover the students feel when they 
say swear words. 
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Table 1. Data from interviews explained by 
students with the initials EHZ 

 

N
o Questions Answers 

1 How does your social 
environment 
influence your 
tendency to use swear 
words? 

So, my social environment like 
my friend, always uses, not 
always, quite often swear words. 
So, I kinda follow it and get along 
with it so that’s it maybe, that’s 
why I use swear words. 

2  How have your past 
experiences 
influenced the way 
you respond to 
certain situations by 
using swear words? 

So maybe because I usually live 
bad environment, where they 
always use swear words, I know 
when to use swear words, and 
anytime I know where to use 
swear words I know when to use 
swear words. 

3 What do you find to 
be the main triggers 
for using swear words 
in your daily 
communication? 

I don’t know, the easiest way to 
let out your feelings may be by 
using swear words so that’s how 
that’s the reason why I use 
swear words, I think.  

4 How do you usually 
respond to negative 
emotions like anger 
or frustration 
without using swear 
words? 

I usually, maybe listen to some 
music like, yes, some music or 
watching some shows or 
YouTube, that’s realizing my 
emotions without using swear 
words, sometimes. 

5 How do cultural or 
media influences in 
your neighborhood 
play a role in your use 
of swear words? 

So, I usually find my 
neighborhood uses swear 
words. So, by nature, I know it’s 
wrong, but I go along with it. So, 
it’s getting inside my brain 
spontaneously. 

6 How do you feel after 
using swear words in 
certain situations? Is 
there a feeling like 
regret or relief after 
swearing? 

For sure I feel relief and I feel a 
little regret and sometimes I 
relief using a swear word, maybe 
I used a swear word in the 
wrong place, I feel like I regret 
saying that and regret doing that 
but, in some places, I relief to say 
the swear words. 

7 How did the reactions 
of people around you 
affect how you felt 
after you used the 
swear words? 

Some people they are react quite 
shocked like I said the swear 
words. But some people like to 
go along and follow me that they 
are using swear words too, so 
they kinda joking about it 
maybe. 

8 Do you feel that using 
swear words helps 
you to express 
emotions that are 
difficult to express in 
other words? 

Maybe yes, because swearing is 
the easiest to let out your 
emotions maybe, the bad feeling, 
maybe the easiest, the easiest to 
let out your emotions maybe. 

9 How do you feel about 
yourself after using 
swear words in the 
presence of others? 

Sometimes I feel quite ashamed 
or quite uncomfortable in some 
places and some time. But 
mostly I swear in my room, so 
I’m alone in my room, so it’s not 
quite uncomfortable, or 
comfortable to use the swear 
words. 

10 Is there a long-term 
emotional impact of 
using swear words in 
everyday 
interactions? 

I, yes it is, of course. I have ever 
liked swearing to my friends and 
my friends get mad and get sad 
maybe because of me swearing, 
so ya there is a long-term impact 
on the swear words to anybody. 

 
Table 2. Data from interviews explained by 

students with the initials DRD 
 

No Questions Answers 

1 How does your 
social environment 
influence your 
tendency to use 
swear words? 

Personally, the bad 
environment that has no rules 
and it’s far away from my 
parents, makes me swear 
words because that can 
influence me to do things like 
that. 

2  How have your past 
experiences 
influenced the way 
you respond to 
certain situations 
by using swear 
words? 

Nothing, because in the past I 
was a gentleman and swearing 
words is my opinion swearing 
words spontaneously to 
saying like that and I think that 
is no experience for me. 

3 What do you find to 
be the main triggers 
for using swear 
words in your daily 
communication? 

I think emotion, my emotions 
running high, can influence me 
to do or say a swear word. 

4 How do you usually 
respond to negative 
emotions like anger 
or frustration 
without using 
swear words? 

For me, I would like to do 
something like praying to God 
and that can make more to be 
calm. 

5 How do cultural or 
media influences in 
your neighborhood 
play a role in your 
use of swear words? 

The entertainment media that 
contains swear words may 
reference something I watch 
that makes me upset and 
angry. 

6 How do you feel 
after using swear 
words in certain 
situations? Is there 

I think it’s a normal situation, 
ya I feel so. 
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a feeling like regret 
or relief after 
swearing? 

7 How did the 
reactions of people 
around you affect 
how you felt after 
you used the swear 
words? 

It’s a different reaction, some 
people can say swear back to 
me, and some people just 
laugh, and some people just 
give quiet. 

8 Do you feel that 
using swear words 
helps you to express 
emotions that are 
difficult to express 
in other words? 

Yes sir. I think so, because if we 
saying so if we saying swear 
words, that makes my emotion 
get out. 

9 How do you feel 
about yourself after 
using swear words 
in the presence of 
others? 

I think if in front of a stranger, 
of course, I would feel 
embarrassed but if in front of 
my friend, my best friend, I 
think of course not, because 
my friend sometimes says 
swear words too, like me, and 
that makes me so. 

10 Is there a long-term 
emotional impact of 
using swear words 
in everyday 
interactions? 

I don’t think so, because 
swearing is only a rude word 
that is said spontaneously and 
it can be restrained, even I can 
hold it if I have to speak 
normally and under various 
conditions, I think like that. 

 
Table 3. Data from interviews explained by 

students with the initials DEA 
N
o Questions Answers 

1 How does your social 
environment 
influence your 
tendency to use swear 
words? 

My social environment, I think 
the social environment is 
something important in our 
life. So sometimes, it can 
coherently impact our lives. Of 
course, I think in my opinion, 
my social environment is 
something, that we say, has a 
big impact on our life. So, of 
course, with there is there are 
many kinds of social 
environments, and one thing 
or one of them is an 
environment with swear 
words inside it. Of course, it 
has had a big effect on my life 
when we are communicating 
with each other, there are 
sometimes we use a swear 
word. That’s it. 

2  How have your past 
experiences 

Okay, I feel in my past there 
was a feeling when I faced the 

influenced the way 
you respond to 
certain situations by 
using swear words? 

situation of frustration or 
anger emotion with swear 
words. I feel so. So, in my past 
still than now how to different 
which good and bad, when I in 
past. So, when I am using 
swear words, I feel so relieved 
when I get frustrated or anger 
situation. So, I feel relief when 
I am using words to get out 
what I feel. 

3 What do you find to 
be the main triggers 
for using swear words 
in your daily 
communication? 

When I get angry with 
someone who disturbs me and 
then when my friend kidding 
me a lot, that thing triggers me 
for doing that, for do swear 
words. 

4 How do you usually 
respond to negative 
emotions like anger 
or frustration 
without using swear 
words? 

I say istighfar, astaghfirullah, 
because in my religion there is 
some word if you cannot say a 
good word, you are shut up. 

5 How do cultural or 
media influences in 
your neighborhood 
play a role in your use 
of swear words? 

Okay, maybe I don’t think so, 
but the media has a big effect 
that makes me use swear 
words but the culture, there is 
no big effect for me to use 
swear words because in media 
we can do anything. So that 
maybe the effect is I think so 
many bad effects in media. 
That’s it. 

6 How do you feel after 
using swear words in 
certain situations? Is 
there a feeling like 
regret or relief after 
swearing? 

I feel sometimes I feel regret 
when I use a swear word in 
front of others, and then 
sometimes I feel relief too 
when I cannot find a way how 
to react or to out my emotions. 

7 How did the reactions 
of people around you 
affect how you felt 
after you used the 
swear words? 

Of course, I think when we use 
a swear word, sometimes the 
situation or the mood of 
people around me can change, 
because maybe before we use 
a swear word, the situation is 
so so, but after we use swear 
word maybe that is the 
responsive from others that 
look me or look me in the bad 
way or change their mood or 
situation. 

8 Do you feel that using 
swear words helps 
you to express 
emotions that are 
difficult to express in 
other words? 

Of course, sometimes people 
cannot express the situation or 
their feelings with a word, but 
a simple way we cannot 
express our emotion with a 
word but with a swear word 
we can do it simply like 
express when we are angry or 
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frustrated. So that way, I think 
that is a simple way. So I think 
when I use swear words feel 
relief. So it is, yap, makes me 
relief. 

9 How do you feel about 
yourself after using 
swear words in the 
presence of others? 

Okay maybe, in some 
situations feel regret of course 
or shame. And then made me 
realize that wow I still have a 
childhood character in my 
character or my body or in my 
mind. Of course, I feel regret or 
shame, but sometimes I feel 
relief too, because it may be a 
way for you to communicate or 
to express your emotions to 
others, which other kidding 
you, or what we can say? Ya, 
annoyed, annoying me a lot. 
Maybe that is a way for me to 
express you are shut up or you 
are quiet. That’s it. 

10 Is there a long-term 
emotional impact of 
using swear words in 
everyday 
interactions? 

Yap, of course. Maybe when we 
get a bad emotional 
frustration, we can think 
which a good way to 
communicate it. Of course, it 
makes me a long-term when 
we use a swear word. And then 
in my life, I feel when I use a 
swear word, I become a person 
who has a bad character and 
does not care about the 
situation maybe someone 
listens to me when I use a 
swear word become change 
their mood or their point of 
view of me. Of course, that 
makes me have a long-term 
impact when I use a swear 
word. 

 
Table 4. Data from interviews explained by 

students with the initials DT 
 

N
o Questions Answers 

1 How does your social 
environment 
influence your 
tendency to use swear 
words? 

This is because our social 
environment influences us, 
especially when we say 
swear words which may not 
be intentional. 

2  How have your past 
experiences 
influenced the way 
you respond to 
certain situations by 
using swear words? 

In the past, I was very safe 
with swear words but in 
certain situations, I heard 
swear words. Okay sorry, I 
mean, now if I say swear 
words I feel regret, because 

of my friend when I was 
younger. 

3 What do you find to 
be the main triggers 
for using swear words 
in your daily 
communication? 

Under any circumstances, it 
can become swear words, 
but usually, it triggers when 
angry and annoyed. 

4 How do you usually 
respond to negative 
emotions like anger 
or frustration 
without using swear 
words? 

Just silent, not saying a 
word. 

5 How do cultural or 
media influences in 
your neighborhood 
play a role in your use 
of swear words? 

Very influence, especially in 
social matters I think. 

6 How do you feel after 
using swear words in 
certain situations? Is 
there a feeling like 
regret or relief after 
swearing? 

There is a feeling of regret 
afterward, but sometimes 
also a feeling of relief. 

7 How did the reactions 
of people around you 
affect how you felt 
after you used the 
swear words? 

Some of my friends were 
shocked and quiet and the 
view of my friends was 
normal. 

8 Do you feel that using 
swear words helps 
you to express 
emotions that are 
difficult to express in 
other words? 

Doesn’t help but sometimes I 
feel relief. 

9 How do you feel about 
yourself after using 
swear words in the 
presence of others? 

As I said before, there is a 
feeling of regret afterward, 
but sometimes I feel relief. 

10 Is there a long-term 
emotional impact of 
using swear words in 
everyday 
interactions? 

If I overly I will feel sorry 
afterwards. 

 
Table 5. Data from interviews explained by 

students with the initials DMF 
N
o Questions Answers 

1 How does your social 
environment influence 
your tendency to use 
swear words? 

My society in our home or 
my house is normal or 
usually, society if I use 
some bad word or I am 
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angry about things. When I 
was kid, if I do some bad 
word, it’s gonna be bad. 
When I was now, when I 
was an adult, it was normal 
I think. 

2  How have your past 
experiences influenced 
the way you respond to 
certain situations by 
using swear words? 

When I was a kid, I spent 
my all time at home, just 
playing games and that’s 
why I use swear words in 
my games to communicate 
with other people. 

3 What do you find to be 
the main triggers for 
using swear words in 
your daily 
communication? 

When I was playing games, 
when I was kid, I a lot of 
games and I often used 
some swear words 
because I was not top of 
the tier of the game and 
then I had a bad situation 
on my game that’s why I 
use swear words. 

4 How do you usually 
respond to negative 
emotions like anger or 
frustration without 
using swear words? 

I just quit or I just quit 
myself or some quit, I 
mean quit from the game. 
That’s all a good thing for 
holding my emotions. 

5 How do cultural or 
media influences in 
your neighborhood play 
a role in your use of 
swear words? 

In our culture or around 
my family or my friends, is 
normal, for no one swear 
words or bad language and 
others. The most I use 
swear words is because of 
the game, that’s it. 

6 How do you feel after 
using swear words in 
certain situations? Is 
there a feeling like 
regret or relief after 
swearing? 

My feeling if I use swear 
words is I feel good 
because I just saying that, 
that I talk about just my 
emotions then I when have 
some bad feelings for 
others because I don’t care 
about other people, that’s 
it. 

7 How did the reactions 
of people around you 
affect how you felt after 
you used the swear 
words? 

When I was young, I used 
swear words or bad words 
with my friends, and the 
interactions were gonna 
be is will be awkward. I 
think that’s gonna be 
awkward because I just 
talk to him with swear 
words. 

8 Do you feel that using 
swear words helps you 
to express emotions 
that are difficult to 
express in other words? 

I just when I using swear 
words to all players in the 
game, it just gives me 
relief, because when other 
people are not good at play 
or some role play in the 
game, that’s why I angry 

and I use thing some swear 
words to all people not 
playing game all role play 
that’s not good, I just talk 
swear words and I just 
relief. 

9 How do you feel about 
yourself after using 
swear words in the 
presence of others? 

After I used swear words 
to others, and when I was 
speaking again, I felt shy 
and I felt uncomfortable 
with people when I didn't 
talk to him, that’s it. 

10 Is there a long-term 
emotional impact of 
using swear words in 
everyday interactions? 

Impact emotional of me is 
when I was playing a game 
and the other player was 
not good when he was 
playing, I just used swear 
words to him like my daily 
activities are not, I mean 
like normal in a good play 
games, that’s it. 

 
Table 6. Data from interviews explained by 

students with the initials BAN 
N
o Questions Answers 

1 How does your social 
environment influence 
your tendency to use 
swear words? 

Yeah, it’s a little effective 
but that doesn’t make me 
use swear words. I don’t 
ya, don’t use swear words. 

2  How have your past 
experiences influenced 
the way you respond to 
certain situations by 
using swear words? 

In elementary school, I 
was once angry with my 
mother for using a not 
swear word but ya a 
disrespectful word for 
other people, and because 
of that I more carefully 
chose a word for other 
people. 

3 What do you find to be the 
main triggers for using 
swear words in your daily 
communication? 

Daily communication is 
not really, but I always use 
it when I am losing in the 
game or talking to myself.  

4 How do you usually 
respond to negative 
emotions like anger or 
frustration without using 
swear words? 

When I’m angry I always 
silent or take a breath 
normally because it’s 
made me calmer. 

5 How do cultural or media 
influences in your 
neighborhood play a role 
in your use of swear 
words? 

It doesn’t affect me 
because I don’t often use 
swear words. It doesn’t 
affect me that much. 

6 How do you feel after 
using swear words in 

Yeah, sometimes I regret 
swearing, when talking to 
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certain situations? Is 
there a feeling like regret 
or relief after swearing? 

an older one, when I talk 
to older people, I regret it. 

7 How did the reactions of 
people around you affect 
how you felt after you 
used the swear words? 

When I am with my 
friends, their reactions 
seem normal, when to 
new people, they seem a 
little surprised when I use 
swear words. 

8 Do you feel that using 
swear words helps you to 
express emotions that are 
difficult to express in 
other words? 

For me, it’s helpful when 
I’m alone and makes me a 
little bit easier or more 
calm. 

9 How do you feel about 
yourself after using swear 
words in the presence of 
others? 

Not if I’m with my friend, 
but yes when I have 
conversations with older 
people. 

10 Is there a long-term 
emotional impact of 
using swear words in 
everyday interactions? 

In real life, I am not 
affected by using swear 
words but I feel the impact 
I always use swear words 
in games when I’m playing 
badly or our teams 
playing badly, so in real 
life, I am not affected by 
that. 

 

Discussion 

The student with the initial EHZ 
Based on the findings of the interview 
conducted with the student whose initial is EHZ 
in Table 1, it can be figured out 
a. Students are under pressure from their 

social environment, especially from friends, 
to use swearing as a way of interacting and 
socializing. Their life experiences have also 
shaped their response, allowing them to 
adjust their use depending on the situation. 

b. Swearing is triggered by the need to release 
difficult emotions, and the influence of 
cultural and media influences reinforces its 
use. However, it does not fully conform to 
desired social norms. 

c. Swearing can provide relief but can also lead 
to regret, especially in inappropriate 
situations. It often occurs in private spaces 
and can have a long-term emotional impact, 

especially when it harms relationships with 
friends who feel annoyed or hurt. 

d. Overall, the use of swearing can have a 
significant impact on students' lives. 

The student with the initial DRD 
Based on the findings of the interview 
conducted with the student whose initial is 
DRD in Table 2, it can be figured out 
a. The primary factor contributing to students 

swearing is a less organized social 
environment, away from parental 
supervision, which lacks rules and 
instability. This behavior emerged 
spontaneously without significant past 
influences, emphasizing the importance of 
parental supervision.  

b. Students often use swearing as an 
emotional release mechanism, triggered by 
strong emotions, but alternative methods 
like prayer and anger management are also 
considered.  

c. The influence of entertainment media and 
cultural environments also influences 
swearing, but it does not show significant 
regret or relief.  

d. The student's emotional well-being varies, 
with reactions ranging from similar 
reactions to silent silence. 

The student with the initial DEA  
Based on the findings of the interview 
conducted with the student whose initial is DEA 
in Table 3, it can be figured out 
a. The use of swear words in social 

environments significantly influences the 
tendency to use such words, often triggered 
by negative emotions like anger and 
discomfort.  

b. Although media reinforces swear words, 
surrounding culture has less influence.  

c. Post-use feelings can range from relief to 
regret, depending on the response of others.  
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d. While swear words are a powerful form of 
expression, they can also influence 
perceptions of the individual using them. 

The student with the initial  DT  
Based on the findings of the interview 
conducted with the student whose initial is DT 
in Table 4, it can be figured out 
a. The use of swearing in students is 

influenced by past experiences and social 
environment, leading to an early aversion, 
and later embedding in daily interactions.  

b. Swearing is often used to express feelings 
like wrath and annoyance, often in response 
to silence or speechlessness, indicating a 
desire to regulate emotions. Cultural factors 
and media also play a significant role in 
shaping students' swearing behavior.  

c. Swearing can cause feelings of remorse or 
relief depending on the situation and mood. 
It is a common and effective way to express 
intense emotions, and its reactions can 
range from surprise to tranquillity.  

d. Environmental factors and social standards 
can influence one's ability to express 
themselves, emphasizing the importance of 
emotional management in everyday 
encounters. 

e.  Overall, the long-term influence of 
swearing on others' views underscores the 
importance of emotional regulation in 
everyday interactions. 

The student with the initial  DMF 
Based on the findings of the interview 
conducted with the student whose initial is 
DMF in Table 5, it can be figured out 
a. Swearing behavior is significantly 

influenced by the social environment, 
especially video games. Swearing is more 
common and accepted in video game 
situations than in family settings.  

b. The primary cause for cursing in daily 
conversations is dissatisfaction with games, 

indicating that the video game environment 
significantly influences swearing. The game 
environment, particularly interactions with 
other players, can elicit negative emotions, 
forcing people to defuse or quit playing 
altogether.  

c. Swearing in video games provides a sense of 
release but can also cause guilt and 
discomfort. The reactions of others during 
swearing can significantly impact mood and 
engagement, signaling a shift in the 
atmosphere.  

d. Swearing in video games is a powerful form 
of social expression, but it can also raise 
social norm awareness, resulting in 
humiliation and discomfort. The long-term 
impact of cursing on social behavior and the 
views of frequent users is also being 
investigated. 

The student with the initial  BAN 
Based on the findings of the interview 
conducted with the student whose initial is BAN 
in Table 6, it can be figured out 
a. Students' decision to avoid using swear 

words in daily conversations is influenced 
by their elementary school experiences, 
particularly warnings from their mothers. 
They tend to swear more on special 
occasions and display good emotional 
control when confronted with unfavorable 
feelings.  

b. Swearing is uncommon in media, indicating 
a deliberate avoidance of its use in daily life. 
It is often used in interactions with seniors 
to demonstrate awareness of societal 
norms.  

c. Swearing in games or peer interactions is 
generally acceptable but should be used 
with caution when speaking to older 
people.  

d. Swearing in social encounters can be 
awkward for students, especially when 
speaking with elders. However, 
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demonstrating respect and self-control in 
daily interactions is crucial as it doesn't 
affect real-life relationships and 
emphasizes the necessity of social norms. 

 
CONCLUSION  
Based on data from interviews with students 
DEA, ELH, DRD, DT, DMF, and BAN reveal that  
a. the social environment significantly 

influences the use of swear words among 
students. Negative emotions like anger and 
discomfort are often the primary 
motivators, and entertainment media and 
culture contribute to this behavior. While 
swearing can provide relaxation, it can also 
lead to remorse depending on others' 
reactions.  

b. Swearing is a powerful way to express 
emotions but can also affect others' 
impressions. An ordered setting with 
parental supervision can decrease swear 
word usage, emphasizing the importance of 
parental supervision in shaping children's 
behavior. 

c. Swearing often involves expressing 
negative emotions like rage and 
discomfort, leading to relaxation and 
regret, especially when used 
inappropriately. The reactions and moods 
of others vary after swearing, influenced by 
the setting, others' reactions, and the 
specific scenario. Students who avoid curse 
words show a strong awareness of social 
norms, while the video game environment 
significantly influences the desire to use 
curse words.  

d. Ranting can be used to express difficult 
emotions, but social norms and 
environmental influences play a significant 
role in regulating it, especially in long-term 
social perceptions and interpersonal 
relationships. 
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