CHAPTERI
INTRODUCTION

This chapter explains the background of the research, the Statement of
Problems, the Purposes of the Research, the Significance of the Research, and

Definition of Key Terms.

1.1 Background of Research

Humans are social creatures who cannot meet their needs on their own.
Humans require interaction with one another. Language is one of them. Language
Is one of the media used to communicate in the world between individuals. The
ability to communicate through language has always been a part of human life.
There are many different languages spoken in this world due to the diversity of its
inhabitants. It results from different natural perceptions and physical conditions for
the articulation of symbolism. Every country has its language, so people can
communicate verbally or in writing. According to (Brown, 1980) states “Language
is a system of communication that uses sound to operate an organ, speech, or
hearing amongst members of a community. According to Sapir (1921:8), language
is a wholly human and non-instinctive way of expressing thoughts, feelings, and
desires through a set of consciously created symbols. Language can be viewed as a
system of symbols created for communication, as is common knowledge. Language
is typically defined as a sound system that links meaning to sound through words
and sentences. Language, a symbolic system in which sounds and meanings are
assigned to one another, enables people to express their thoughts and feelings. In
other words, languages in which words and sounds have specific meanings.

According to the definition given above, it can be inferred that language is a
tool for human communication and that it is the most significant of all human
endeavors because language is a means of connecting individuals to things. People

cannot live alone throughout their lives. To exchange and receive information, they



must interact. People need to be able to understand each other’s languages to
interact effectively. People need to master lingual study as a result. Inflection is a
topic of lingual study that people need to master. A word can change through
inflection, but neither the lexeme nor a new word derived from it is altered. It simply
alters the grammatical category, gender, number, and tenses. Wilkins (1972)
defines vocabulary as "the collection of words and phrases used by a person or by
a group of people in a particular language. These become the main topics that
students should learn when studying vocabulary. The structural analysis of
vocabulary is one of its most important aspects. Analyzing a word structurally
involves breaking it down into its parts (root, prefix, and suffix). Every word in
English has a basic meaning. Usually, a word begins with a root word, which can
be the whole word or just part of it. This base word can have a prefix (the part of
the word that comes before the base word) or a suffix (the part of the word that
comes at the end of the base word). A new word is created when a prefix or suffix
is added to the base word, sometimes with a new meaning. Attachment can change
the meaning of a word both outside and inside the word part (friend vs friendly)
(dark vs darkness).

b

The writer of this study would like to discuss “Morphology” one of the
linguistic aspects. According to (Lieber 2009:2), morphology is the study of word
formation, including the ways new words are coined in the languages of the world,
and the way forms of words are varied depending on how they’re used in sentences.
Affixation is one of the morphology studies. According to (Fromkin 2014:154)
affixation is the process of adding prefixes and suffixes to a base word that can
change the meaning, function, or word class. Prefixes and suffixes are terms used
to describe the bound morphemes that are added before the base (Montler
1986:119). There are many prefixes and suffixes in English. Gleason (1980:59) said
that "An affix is an addition to a root, while the root is the center of a word-like
construction”. Roots are usually longer than affixes and are more commonly used
in vocabulary. Affixes are morphemes that are not free because they must always
be joined to a root morpheme, according to Crowley (1995:6). Affixes come in two

varieties: inflectional and derivational. Affix is a very derivational concept, the



same as English-ness and pre, or the concept of inflection is the same as the English
plural -s and the past tense plural-ed. Derivative affixes, as stated by Rachmadie
(1992:23), are affixes that can change the word part of the base word.

Affixation is a fascinating subject to study because it plays a role in the
morphological process that results in the formation of new words. The analysis of
affixation in this thesis focuses on its form, distribution, and function. We can
increase our vocabulary in a few different ways. One is through reading. For
example by reading a book, such as a novel, magazine, fairy tale, short story, or
even a newspaper. As a result, the writer of this analysis uses the novel China Rich
Girlfriend by Kevin Kwan as a data source because it contains a wealth of
derivational and inflectional affixes and can help us learn more about history,
culture, and science. Students' vocabulary will grow significantly when they can
recognize derivational and inflectional affixes, as from a single word, multiple
words with various word forms can be derived. Therefore, students need to learn
vocabulary, especially derivational and inflectional affixes.

In addition, there are previous studies that have similar topics, namely a
thesis written by Riana Rizkia (2020) who has conducted research with the title: An
Analysis Of Derivational and Inflectional Morphemes in Deen Squad Lyrics.

The theme of analysis in her thesis and my thesis have similarities. It is related
to affixation. What differences Riana Rizkia's research with my research is the
source of the research data. In Riana Rizkia's thesis, she identifies derivational
affixes and inflectional affixes found in Deen squad lyrics. While in this research,
the writer wants to identify derivational affixes and inflectional affixes found in the
novel China Rich Girlfriend.

The result of data analysis from her thesis which analyzes derivational and
inflexional affixes found in the lyrics of deen squad is 110 words of derivational
affixes and inflexional affixes. 93 inflexional affixes and 17 derivational affixes.
She classified them into 8 inflection processes and 4 derivation processes. The
inflectional data are: 9 third person singular data, 7 past tense data, 37 progressive
data, 1 past participle data, 31 plural data, 5 possessive data, 2 comparative data,



and 1 superlative data. While the derivational data are: 6 nouns to adjectives, 9
verbs to nouns, 1 adjective to noun, and 1 verb to verb.

The writer chose the affixation for this study because she was interested in
learning more about the evolution of certain words, particularly those that appeared
in Kevin Kwan’s novel China Rich Girlfriend. Therefore, the writer would like to
analyze the DERIVATIONAL AND INFLECTIONAL AFFIXATION IN KEVIN
KWAN’S NOVEL CHINA RICH GIRLFRIEND.

1.2 Statement Of The Problem
Based on the problem statement above, the writer can formulate research
questions as follows:
1. What derivational affixes and inflectional affixes are found in Kevin Kwan’s Novel
China Rich Girlfriend?
2. How are the differences between derivational affixes and inflectional affixes

found in Kevin Kwan’s Novel China Rich Girlfriend?

1.3 Research Objective
Based on the formulation of the problems above, the purposes of the research
can be determined as follows:
1. To identify derivational affixes found in Kevin Kwan’s Novel China Rich
Girlfriend.
2. To explain how are the differences between derivational and inflectional

affixes found in Kevin Kwan’s Novel China Rich Girlfriend.

1.4 Research Significance
The writer hopes that this research can be useful information for the readers.
The significance of the research can be sen as follows:
1. Theoretical
This research helps in the understanding of affixes, especially derivational
and inflectional affixes, and to see the differences between them.
2. Practical
The writer also hopes that this research’s findings will be invaluable to

future writers, university students, and lecturers. This study may have a



significant impact on vocabulary instruction for the lecturers. This research
is expected to be used by students to learn inflectional and derivational
affixes from their guidebooks and also from novels. The outcome of this
research is anticipated to serve as a precedent for future writers who are

interested in researching a related topic.

1.5 Definition of Key Terms
The writer wishes to define the term used in this research based on the
research’s title.

1. Derivational affixes are affixes that change the part of the word.

2. Inflectional affixes are affixes that: express the grammatical contrast
required for the word class of the base word in a given grammatical context.
do not change the word class of the base word. derivational affixes are
usually found closer to the root of the word.

3. In this study, bases or roots refer to morphemes, which are the building

blocks of words.



