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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter consists of general description about the research, including 

background of the research, statement of problem, research objective, research 

significance, definition of key terms, and organization of writing.  

1.1 Background of the Research 

Masculinity is the quality of an appearance associated with men, and that 

stereotype about men is formed by culture and society factors. These qualities 

include several things constructed by society, such as the behavior and role of men 

in the environment. Masculine is an adjective form, so masculine consists of the 

qualities that society considers to be present in men, while masculinity is a noun. 

According to Adams and Govender (2008, p. 552) argues that traditional masculine 

ideology proposes that men illustrate and control a specific social persona that 

reflects toughness, emotional invulnerability, heterosexual dominance and success, 

as well as an avoidance of anything deemed 'feminine’. It shows emotionality is not 

a part of being a man.  

Traditional masculinity believes men are dominant, strong, independent, 

and powerful. A man should not show how he feels in public. And this script has 

been around for a long time in the community. Masculinity consists of those 

behaviors, languages, and practices existing in specific cultural and organizational 

locations commonly associated with males and thus culturally defined as not 

feminine (Itulua-Abumere, 2013, p. 42). Masculine stereotypes cover various 
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aspects as previously mentioned of individual characteristics, such as character or 

personality, role behavior, physical appearance, or sexual orientation. This 

stereotype is often used to compare one man with another, and if there is a man who 

does not follow the rules of stereotype, he is un-masculine or will not accept by 

society and some people argue this as a shameful thing. And it has to end. 

Apart from stereotypes about masculine, researchers consider that being emotional 

and showing it to the public is expected. Every human being has various emotional 

feelings, both male and female, so it is natural for humans to express their feelings. 

Some of the masculinity stereotypes that develop in society are not good therefore 

must be recounted. Stereotypes that develop in society make some men not be 

themselves and follow society's beliefs.  

Feelings of insecurity to show their real identity, and feelings of fear of 

being bullied by the community are some of the reasons felt by some men. And it 

happens in the family circle. Bandura (1977, in Itulua-Abumere, 2013) argued that 

socializing agents like the family, school, and the media indoctrinate and validate 

gender-appropriate behavior, and the boy learns the male role through observation 

initiation and feedback. This phenomenon is known as toxic masculinity, has 

become the center of attention recently. Even some famous figures try to dissect 

and redefine what masculinity is. Some figures convey the narratives in several 

ways, such as speeches, interviews, print media, or social media. Researchers 

assume that speech is one of the most effective ways. Speech is carried out in public; 

there is an audience who listens to the information conveyed by the speaker directly. 
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Other than that, speech usually used to convey an understanding that the speaker 

believes and sometimes can even convince the listener. 

The listener can understand the information conveyed by speakers well if 

the language used is clear and the delivery is good. The primary tool used in speech 

is language. Language is not only used as a means of communication. It can also 

represent the thoughts and actions of speakers. The science of linguistics that 

studies the speaker's intention is pragmatics. The study of pragmatics has a crucial 

role in language learning because pragmatics can see language in a communicative 

context. Pragmatics studies the meaning of the context between the speaker and the 

listener.  

Pragmatics discusses many things, including deixis, context and context, 

cooperative principles, speech acts, and presuppositions. When speakers produce 

utterances in a particular context, they also perform actions such as telling or asking. 

These actions are called speech acts. According to Austin (1962, in Ramayanti & 

Marlina, 2018) speech acts are divided into three: locutionary acts, illocutionary 

acts, and perlocutionary acts. When a speaker speaks, the speaker's purpose is not 

only to convey information but to ask the listener to do something, which is called 

an illocutionary act.  

Illocutionary acts are one of the topics in pragmatics, not easily identified. 

It is influenced by several factors such as who the speaker is, to whom, when, and 

where the speech act was performed. Along with its development, illocutionary acts 

can be found in spoken or written. In speaking, one of them is speech. According 

to Austin (in Saeed, 2016, p. 237) illocutionary act is the action intended by the 
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speaker. Illocutionary acts are the most crucial part of understanding speech acts. 

Illocutionary acts are speeches that have a specific function. One might utter to 

make a statement. From the explanation above, the researcher is interested in 

analyzing the use of illocutionary acts and how illocutionary acts indicate some 

issues in speech. 

In this research, the researcher chooses the speech delivered by Justin 

Baldoni and Tony Porter as the object of this research. As for the researcher's 

consideration in choosing these two objects for several reasons, the first reason is 

that Justin Baldoni and Tony Porter are both figures who have quite a role in society. 

Justin Baldoni is an American actor, book writer, director, and filmmaker. 

Meanwhile, Tony Porter is an educator, writer, and social activist to prevent 

violence against women and respectful manhood.  The second reason is that both 

speeches have many viewers. Justin Baldoni's video with the title "Why I'm Done 

Trying to Be Man Enough" has been watched 2.7 million times. Tony Porter's 

speech video with the title "A Call to Men" has been watched 665,000 times; TED 

published both videos on the TED YouTube channel. It shows that the topic 

presented has attracted a lot of attention from the public. The last reason in choosing 

the object of research is that both speakers convey the same thing, namely about 

redefining masculinity but with different meanings. In addition, Justin Baldoni and 

Tony Porter delivered the scripts about masculine based on their own experiences. 

They have taken concrete actions in redefining masculinity to society in their way, 

Justin by writing books and educating masculinity through his social media. 

Meanwhile, Tony writes books and creates social communities. 
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This research refers to several studies that have been conducted previously 

and have similar links in research topics. Previous studies serve as a reference and 

inspiration to develop research topics further. The research about illocutionary acts 

has been done before by some researchers. Hutajulu and Herman (2019) conducted 

one of them entitled “Analysis of Illocutionary Act in The Movie You Are My Home 

English Subtitle.” This research aims to determine the types of illocutionary acts 

and found the most dominant use of illocutionary acts in that movie. In her study, 

she found 216 utterances in the film. There are 78 data of representatives, 90 data 

of declaratives, 40 data of expressives, and 8 data of commissives. From the data 

there is not declarative act meanwhile, directive act is the most dominant type of 

illocutionary acts used in that research. 

The subsequent research conducted by Rosyidi, Mahyuni, and Muhaimi 

(2019) is entitled "Illocutionary Speech Acts Use by Jokowidodo in First 

Indonesian Presidential Election Debate 2019". The authors assume that the 

context conveyed by the speaker is one of the crucial things in the study of speech 

acts. Context can be accepted if the speaker and listener can understand the context 

conveyed, especially in politics. Speech acts are often used as the primary tool to 

attract people's attention and seek support, such as the presidential election debate 

in Indonesia. In the presidential debate 2019, there were many illocutionary acts 

found. The result shows there are 13 data of illocutionary act; 3 data in assertives 

as information and 3 data in assertive indicate givie opinions, 1 data in directives 

indicating prohibition, 2 data in directives indicating apology expression, 3 data in 
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commissive indicating giving promises and the last 1 data in expressive that shows 

criticism. 

Another research by Sembiring and Ambalegin (2019) is entitled 

“Illocutionary Acts on Aladdin Movie 2019”. This study discusses illocutionary 

acts used in the film and the function of the context in the illocutionary act. The 

results of the research contained 30 data of illocutionary acts; 10 data of directive, 

5 data of assertive, 2 data of declarative, 4 data of commissive, and 9 data of 

expressive. In his research, the researcher found context from each illocutionary 

act. The context in directive illocutionary acts consists of asking, advising, 

commanding, and questioning. In other expressions, such as in assertive 

illocutionary acts consist of a claim, or statement while expressive illocutionary 

acts consist of apologizing, and thanking, and the last declarative illocutionary acts 

consist as declared. 

From those previous studies, the researcher tried to develop research on the 

illocutionary acts used in speech. The first and third studies analyze the 

illocutionary acts in the film, while the second study uses the debates presented 

during the presidential election debate. The topic that will be discussed in this 

research is differing not only analyzing illocutionary acts. This research explored 

masculinity issues represented through illocutionary acts used by speakers. In this 

case, the researcher used the speech delivered by Justin Baldoni and Tony Porter as 

the object of analysis. The researcher uses two objects but has the same topic so 

that the researcher will try to find the similarities and differences of masculinity 

represented through illocutionary acts. Based on the background above, the 
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researcher is interested in analyzing illocutionary acts of masculinity issues in Justin 

and Tony’s speech.  

1.2 Statement of Problem 

The speech delivered by Justin Baldoni and Tony Porter regarding 

masculine stereotypes can be seen in the context of illocutionary acts. The 

differences and similarities of the masculinity issues presented can be one of the 

focus problems in this research. Then the researcher will focus on the following 

problems; 

1. What masculinity traits are found in Justin Baldoni and Tony Porter’s 

speech? 

2. What illocutionary acts realize those masculinity issues in Justin Baldoni 

and Tony Porter’s speech? 

3. What are the similar and different use of illocutionary acts between the two 

speakers?  

1.3 Research Objective 

Based on the research question formulated in the previous part, the 

researcher intends:  

1. To identify the masculinity traits in Justin Baldoni and Tony Porter’s 

speech.  

2. To identify the types of illocutionary acts realize those masculinity issues in 

Justin Baldoni and Tony Porter’s speech   
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3. To analyze the similar and different use of illocutionary acts between two 

speakers.  

1.4 Research Significance 

This research will provide new perspectives on masculinity issues in society 

through the use of illocutionary acts. In this regard, this research is expected to 

contribute to knowledge and become a reference in analyzing pragmatic studies. 

This research also conveys the benefits of illocutionary acts, which can dissect the 

messages by speakers in speech or daily communication. 

Practically, the results of this study are expected to be used by readers to be 

more critical in understanding an utterance than the message conveyed by the 

speaker. Understanding the meaning in a statement by the speaker will help the 

hearer to understand the implicit meaning given by the speaker. In addition to this, 

the results of this study are also expected to provide a new understanding for readers 

and future researchers about the stereotype masculinity that develops in society, 

which requires redefining masculinity. 

1.5 Definition of Key Terms 

To prevent misunderstanding and misinterpretation of terms in this research, 

the researcher explains important terms related to this research, they are: 

1. Speech Acts 

Speech acts are pragmatic features that relate actions to the language 

used. Speech acts try to explain how speakers use language to achieve the 

goal of action and how listeners can infer the intended meaning. 
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2. Illocutionary Acts 

The illocutionary act is one of the forms of speech act, and it is what 

the speaker wants to achieve when the speaker says something. 

3. Masculinity Issue 

Conversation or discussion about the qualities that must exist in men 

and are discussed continuously by certain groups or individuals. 

4. Speech 

Speech is conveying thoughts, feelings, and opinions verbally from 

someone to an audience or listener. 


