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ABSTRACT 

Siti Nurul Pajriati. 1175030257. 2024. The Representation of Symbolism and 

Allegory in The Movie “Hacksaw Ridge” (2016). An undergraduate thesis, 

Department of English Literature, Faculty of Adab and Humanities, State Islamic 

University of Sunan Gunung Djati Bandung. Advisor I: Hasbi Assiddiqi, M.A. 

Advisor II: Deni Suswanto, M.Pd. 

 

 Film is a form of literary work enjoyed by many people. The interesting 

storyline combined with fluid cinematography makes people enjoy watching films. 

However, many people miss important points in films such as the presence of 

symbols and allegories in the movie Hacksaw Ridge (2016). Therefore, research on 

this topic is necessary with the following research questions: (1) What are the 

symbolism and allegory representations that are prevalent throughout the movie 

“Hacksaw Ridge”? (2) How do symbolism and allegory contribute to the overall 

thematic resonance of the movie “Hacksaw Ridge”? This research uses a qualitative 

analysis method, and the data are analyzed using the theory of symbolism and 

allegory by Dennis W. Petrie and Joseph M. Boggs regarding the process of creating 

symbols and allegories in films, with Hacksaw Ridge as the main reference. From 

data analysis, the findings show that the representations of symbols and allegories 

in Hacksaw Ridge support the theme and storyline concerning the main character, 

Desmond Doss, who has a strong conviction in avoiding violent acts such as killing. 

The research results indicate that the symbols and allegories found, such as 

Hacksaw Ridge and the Holy Bible, have profound and memorable meanings and 

provide significant emotional and intellectual impact on the audience. It can be 

concluded that the role of symbols and allegories in films is one of the important 

points that contribute to the meaningfulness of the film. 
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