
 

ix 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 
APPROVAL PAGES .............................................................................................. i 

LEGALIZATION PAGE ...................................................................................... ii 

PREFACE ............................................................................................................. iii 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS ................................................................................. iv 

DECLARATION OF OWNERSHIP .................................................................. vi 

ABSTRACT ......................................................................................................... vii 

ABSTRAK .......................................................................................................... viii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS ..................................................................................... ix 

LIST OF FIGURES............................................................................................ xiii 

LIST OF APPENDICES .................................................................................... xiv 

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION .......................................................................... 1 

1.1 Research Background ................................................................................. 1 

1.2 Statement of the Problem ........................................................................... 7 

1.3 Research Objective ...................................................................................... 8 

1.4 Research Significance .................................................................................. 8 

1.5 Definition of Key Terms ............................................................................ 10 

a. Figurative Language ............................................................................ 10 

b. Self-Expression in Music ...................................................................... 10 

c. Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) ...................................................... 10 

CHAPTER II THEORETICAL UNDERPINNING ........................................ 12 

2.1 Figurative Language in Literature .......................................................... 12 

2.1.1 Definition and Types of Figurative Language .................................. 13 

2.1.2 Functions and Effects of Figurative Language ................................ 17 



 

x 

 

2.2 Self-Expression in Music ........................................................................... 19 

2.2.1 Concept of Self-Expression ................................................................ 19 

2.3.2 Use of Self-Expression in Music ........................................................ 20 

2.3 Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) ........................................................... 22 

2.3.1 Overview of Critical Discourse Analysis ........................................... 22 

2.3.2 Application of CDA in Analyzing Song Lyrics ................................. 24 

2.4 Previous Research on Figurative Language in Music ............................ 26 

2.4.1 Review of Related Literature ............................................................. 26 

2.4.2 Gaps in the Literature ........................................................................ 27 

2.5 Integration of Theoretical Concepts ........................................................ 29 

a. Conceptual Metaphor Theory (Lakoff and Johnson, 1980; Kovecses, 

2002) .............................................................................................................. 29 

b. Self-Expression through Lyrics (Moore, 2003; Simpson, 2004) ....... 30 

c. Critical Discourse Analysis (Fairclough, 1992; Setiawan, 2020) ...... 30 

d. Self-Expression and Identity Theory (Erikson, 1968; Goffman, 1959)

 31 

CHAPTER III RESEARCH METHODOLOGY ............................................ 32 

3.1 Research Method ....................................................................................... 32 

3.2 Data and Source of Data ........................................................................... 33 

3.2.1 Data ...................................................................................................... 33 

3.2.2 Source of Data ..................................................................................... 35 

3.2.3 Sample of Data .................................................................................... 36 

3.3 Technique of Collecting Data .................................................................... 38 

a. Identify Data Sources ........................................................................... 38 

b. Lyric Collection ..................................................................................... 39 



 

xi 

 

c. Data verification ................................................................................... 39 

d. Gathering Additional Context ............................................................. 39 

e. Categorization and Coding .................................................................. 39 

f. Recording and Documentation ............................................................ 40 

3.4 Technique of Analyzing Data .................................................................... 40 

a. Identify Figurative Language .............................................................. 40 

b. Classification and Coding .................................................................... 40 

c. Description and Interpretation ........................................................... 41 

d. Social and Cultural Context Analysis ................................................. 41 

e. Drawing Conclusions............................................................................ 41 

3.5 Organization of Writing ............................................................................ 42 

a. Chapter I: Introduction ....................................................................... 42 

b. Chapter II: Theoretical Underpinning ............................................... 42 

c. Chapter III: Research Design .............................................................. 42 

d. Chapter IV: Analysis and Discussion .................................................. 43 

e. Chapter V: Conclusion and Suggestions............................................. 43 

CHAPTER IV  FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION ............................................. 44 

4.1 Types of Figurative Languages in NIKI’s album Nicole (2022) ............ 45 

4.1.1 Metaphors ...................................................................................... 45 

4.1.2 Similes............................................................................................. 52 

4.1.3 Personification ............................................................................... 56 

4.1.4 Hyperbole ....................................................................................... 61 

4.1.5 Irony ............................................................................................... 67 

4.1.6 Allusions ......................................................................................... 73 

4.1.7 Alliteration ..................................................................................... 77 



 

xii 

 

4.1.8 Symbolism ...................................................................................... 82 

4.2 Self-Expression Constructed in Figurative Language in NIKI’s album 

Nicole (2022) ..................................................................................................... 88 

4.2.1 Relationship Between Analysis Results and Research Objectives .. 88 

4.2.2 Figurative Language and Themes in Nicole's Album ...................... 91 

4.2.3 Overall Meaning of Using Figurative Language in Building Self-

Identity and Self-Expression Themes......................................................... 94 

CHAPTER V  CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION ..................................... 98 

5.1 Conclusion .................................................................................................. 98 

5.2 Suggestions ................................................................................................. 99 

REFERENCES .................................................................................................. 101 

APPENDICES ................................................................................................... 104 

 

 

  


